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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
P. O. Box 208330
New Haven, CT 06520-8330
(203) 432-2977
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

CALL NUMBER: GEN MSS 946

CREATOR: Wul:, Lee, 1905-1991

TITLE: Lee Wul: papers

DATES: 1906–2020

BULK DATES: 1960–1991

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 45.42 linear feet (51 boxes) + 1 art, 1 record album storage

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The Lee Wul: Papers contain drafts, setting copies, and proofs of books, 
and drafts of magazine articles and reports by Wul:, with related 
correspondence and reviews; correspondence and related printed material; 
biographical clippings and obituaries; photographs of Wul: and his family, 
and photographs of early paintings by him; and flies and fly lines made by 
Wul: or designed by him. Research strengths include Wul:'s writings on 
fishing, hunting, and conservation; catch and release fishing; fly fishing 
techniques, equipment, education, and the Wul: School of Fly Fishing; 
Wul:'s design and marketing of fly fishing equipment, and Royal Wul: 
Products; hunting and fishing in Newfoundland and Labrador; conservation 
of the Atlantic salmon; and hunting, fishing, and conservation organizations 
in the United States and Canada, 1930s-1990s.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/beinecke.wul:

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Beinecke Library reading room, please use the request 
links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/beinecke.wul:.

To order reproductions from this collection, please send an email with the call number, box number(s), and 
folder number(s) to beinecke.images@yale.edu.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Purchased from Joan Wul: on the Jonathan O. Bulkley Fund, 2005 and 2018; gift of Joan Wul:, 
2008-2020; gift of Barry Wul:, 2016; and gift of Stephen Jones on behalf of Joan Wul:, 2021.

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Box 21 (objects): Restricted fragile material. Reference images may be requested. Consult Access 
Services for further information.

Conditions Governing Access
Boxes 14, 23, 52 (DVDs): Restricted fragile. Access copies of digital files may be requested. Consult 
Access Services for further information.

Box 23 (DVDs): Access is restricted to within the Beinecke Library.

Boxes 49-51 (audiovisual material): Restricted fragile material. Reference copies may be requested. 
Consult Access Services for further information.

Conditions Governing Use
The Lee Wul: Papers is the physical property of the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale 
University. Literary rights, including copyright, belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns. For 
further information, consult the appropriate curator.

Box 23: Use of these films is limited to viewing by individuals or groups within the Beinecke Library. No 
part of these two films may be copied, sold, rented, shared online, or otherwise disseminated without 
the permission of The Wul: Projects, LLC.

Preferred Citation
Lee Wul: Papers. General Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University.

Processing Information
This collection consists of materials formerly classed as Uncat MSS 802, Uncat MSS 1060, and Uncat 
MSS 1241. In 2013, the collection received a baseline level of processing, including partial rehousing and 
minimal organization. The collection was reclassed under one call number, materials were organized 
into series, and containers were renumbered in a single sequence. Most folder titles were based on 
information provided by the donor, while some were assigned by Library sta:. Folder titles were not 
verified against contents.

Lee Wul( (1905-1991)
Fly fisher, author, conservationist, artist, and filmmaker. Wul: invented fly fishing techniques and 
equipment, advocated catch and release fishing and Atlantic salmon conservation, and popularized fishing 
and hunting through his writings and films. He married Joan Salvato Wul: (1926-), fly fisher and author, 
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with whom he founded the Wul: School of Fly Fishing, on the Beaverkill River, New York, in 1979, and Royal 
Wul: Products, a fly fishing equipment business.

Scope and Contents
The Lee Wul: Papers contain drafts, setting copies, and proofs of books, and drafts of magazine articles 
and reports by Wul:, with related correspondence and reviews; correspondence and related printed 
material; biographical clippings and obituaries; photographs of Wul: and his family, and photographs of 
early paintings by him; and flies and fly lines made by Wul: or designed by him. Research strengths include 
Wul:'s writings on fishing, hunting, and conservation; catch and release fishing; fly fishing techniques, 
equipment, education, and the Wul: School of Fly Fishing; Wul:'s design and marketing of fly fishing 
equipment, and Royal Wul: Products; hunting and fishing in Newfoundland and Labrador; conservation of 
the Atlantic salmon; and hunting, fishing, and conservation organizations in the United States and Canada, 
1930s-1990s.

Arrangement
Organized into nine series: I. Writings, 1938-1999. II. Correspondence and Subject Files, 1930s-2005. III. 
Photographs, 1914-1988. IV. Objects, undated. V. October 2014 acquisition, 1935-1998. VI. October 2016 
acquisition, undated. VII. January 2018 acquisition, 1906-2009. VIII. January 2020 acquisition, 1937-2019. IX. 
March 2021 acquisition, 2019-2020.
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Collection Contents
Series I: Writings, 1938-1999
6.25 linear feet  (7 boxes)

Writings concern fly fishing, hunting, and conservation, some with related correspondence, photographs, 
or research materials.

Organized into three subseries: Books, Magazine Articles, and Other Writings. Each subseries is arranged 
alphabetically by title, followed by unsorted materials.

 
Container Description Date

Books

The Atlantic Salmon

b. 1 Correspondence
4 Folders

undated

b. 1 Galley proofs
4 Folders

1981-1982

b. 1 Photographs, 1983 revision
6 Folders

1983

Bush Pilot Angler

Memoir

Working title: Yellowbird

b. 1 Correspondence 1985-1999

b. 1 Draft, computer printout with manuscript revisions, "corrected MS"
8 Folders

1990

b. 1 Draft, computer printout, "no notes"
2 Folders

undated

b. 1 Drafts, mostly typescript carbon and computer printout; notes; and 
research materials
2 Folders

undated

b. 2 Drafts, mostly typescript carbon and computer printout; notes; and 
research materials
6 Folders

undated

b. 2 Draft, typescript carbon and typescript photocopy, with manuscript 
revisions, "Old MS"
3 Folders

undated

b. 2 Draft, typescript photocopy, with manuscript notes by Allan Wul:
2 Folders

1987

b. 2 Draft, typescript photocopy, with manuscript notes by John McDonald
3 Folders

1985

b. 2 Draft, typescript photocopy, with manuscript revisions and notes by 
Nick Lyon
2 Folders

1986
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Container Description Date

b. 2 Draft, typescript photocopy, with manuscript revisions and notes by 
Nick Lyon, "Yellowbird and Salmon"
3 Folders

undated

b. 3 Draft, typescript with manuscript revisions, photocopy
3 Folders

1991 March

The Complete Lee Wul): A Treasury of Lee Wul)'s Greatest Angling 
Adventures

Essay collection

Working title: The Essential Lee Wul:

b. 3 Draft, computer printout, "Lee's copy"
2 Folders

1988 Nov 3

b. 3 Draft, computer printout, with manuscript revisions, "revised copy"
4 Folders

1988 Nov 17

b. 3 Reviews 1989, undated

Fishing with Lee Wul)

b. 3 Correspondence and drafts undated

Leaping Silver

b. 3 Advertisments, photograph, and review 1940

Lee Wul) on Flies

b. 3 Draft, typescript carbon, and page proof
3 Folders

undated

b. 3 Correspondence 1973-1984

b. 3 Galley proofs, corrected 1979

Lee Wul)'s New Handbook of Freshwater Fishing

b. 3 Drafts, typescript, with manuscript revisions
3 Folders

1939

b. 3 Reviews and royalty statements 1952

Let's Go Fishing: A Boy's Book on Freshwater Fishing

b. 3 Draft, computer printout with manuscript revisions, and 
correspondence

1990

Salmon on a Fly: The Essential Wisdom and Lore from a Lifetime of Salmon 
Fishing

b. 3 Draft, typescript undated

b. 4 Draft, typescript
2 Folders

undated

Books > Bush Pilot Angler (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 4 Setting copy, with printer's annotations
3 Folders

undated

b. 4 Page proof, fragment

Sports Photography

b. 4 Reviews 1942

The Sportsman's Companion

b. 4 Reviews 1969

Trout on a Fly

b. 4 Draft, "I," computer printout with manuscript revisions
4 Folders

undated

b. 4 Reviews 1986-1987

b. 4 Illustrations, drafts undated

Magazine Articles

Most magazine articles are typescript or typescript photocopy, with manuscript 
revisions

b. 4 Titles, A-P
11 Folders

undated

b. 5 Titles, Q-Y
8 Folders

undated

b. 5 Atlantic Salmon Journal
2 Folders

undated

b. 5 Miller Brewing Company
2 Folders

undated

b. 5 Rod & Reel, "Wul:'s Run"
2 Folders

undated

b. 5 Other magazine articles. Notes and drafts
6 Folders

undated

b. 5 Other magazine articles, "Not on any list." Clippings. undated

b. 5 Lists of articles undated

b. 5 Unsorted
9 Folders

1938-1991, 
undated

b. 6 Unsorted
8 Folders

1938-1991, 
undated

b. 20 (Oversize) Unsorted
6 Folders

1938-1964

Other Writings

Books > Salmon on a Fly: The Essential Wisdom and Lore from a Lifetime o [...] (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 6 Book contracts 1938-1944

b. 6 "Bourke Journal." Typescript photocopy, with photocopies of related 
documents and photographs
2 Folders

Transcript of a journal by Joseph A. Bourke about a trip from Brooklyn to 
Alaska during the 1898 gold rush, with Bill Wagner and Charlie Wul:, Lee 
Wul:'s father

undated

b. 6 Early writings 1915-1924

b. 6 "Man and the Animals." Drafts, typescript and typescript carbon; notes; 
correspondence; and research materials
8 Folders

undated

b. 6 Reports for Canadian government: "Newfoundland Government Business"
3 Folders

undated

b. 6 Reports for Canadian government
7 Folders

undated

b. 6 "Rivers in My Mind." Notes and drafts

Collection of essays about rivers

undated

b. 6 Unidentified undated

Other Writings (continued)  
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Series II: Correspondence and Subject Files, 1930s-2005
11.42 linear feet  (12 boxes)

Files contain mostly correspondence; also present are notes, clippings, and other printed material. 
Correspondents include publishers, fly fishing equipment businesses, fishing and conservation 
organizations, friends, colleagues, and fans. Some files contain biographical information, family 
correspondence, or other family papers.

Additional correspondence is in Series I, Writings.

Arranged alphabetically by subject.

 
Container Description Date

b. 7 "Air Force" undated

"Angling Feats"

b. 7 General
2 Folders

undated

b. 7 "Jock Scott"
2 Folders

undated

b. 7 "Steelhead #28 Controversy" undated

"Appearances"

b. 7 General
12 Folders

1957-1990

b. 7 "Executive Club of Chicago"
2 Folders

1947-1973

b. 7 "Atlantic Salmon"
12 Folders

1960s-1976

b. 8 "Atlantic Salmon"
24 Folders

1976-1991

Atlantic Salmon Federation

b. 9 Conservation Board undated

b. 9 Code of Ethics undated

b. 9 Programs
2 Folders

1981-1991

"Aviation"

b. 9 General
2 Folders

undated

b. 9 "Personal Airports"
3 Folders

undated

b. 9 "Biography"
2 Folders

undated

Biographical Information
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Container Description Date

b. 9 Clippings and other printed material
4 Folders

undated

b. 9 Magazine articles about Lee Wul:
23 Folders

1939-2002

b. 10 Magazine articles about Lee Wul:
10 Folders

1939-2002

b. 10 Medical records 1980 December

b. 10 Obituaries
3 Folders

undated

"Business ATliations"

b. 10 General
2 Folders

undated

b. 10 "Norm Thompson"
2 Folders

undated

b. 10 "Orvis Company"
4 Folders

undated

b. 10 "Camps - Newfoundland" undated

b. 10 "Catch and Release" undated

"Clubs and Organizations"

b. 10 "Anglers Club of N.Y."
3 Folders

undated

b. 10 "Salt Water Fly Rodders of America"
2 Folders

undated

b. 10 A-C
2 Folders

undated

b. 10 D-R
2 Folders

undated

b. 10 S-Z
2 Folders

undated

b. 11 "International Game Fish Association" (IGFA)
2 Folders

undated

b. 11 "Conservation - Miscellaneous"
2 Folders

undated

"Conservation Activities"

b. 11 "Sport Fishing Institute" undated

b. 11 "Trout Unlimited"
4 Folders

undated

Biographical Information (continued)  

Page 11 of 22



Series II: Correspondence and Subject Files Lee Wul: papers
GEN MSS 946

 
Container Description Date

"Federation of Fly Fisherman" (FFF)

b. 11 Correspondence
3 Folders

1964-1967

b. 11 Correspondence
3 Folders

1968-1975

b. 11 Correspondence
3 Folders

1976-1982

b. 11 Correspondence
3 Folders

1983-1991

b. 11 Publications
2 Folders

undated

"Trout Unlimited"

b. 11 "Trout Magazine" undated

b. 11 "Lee Wul: chapter" undated

"Tuna"

b. 12 General
3 Folders

undated

b. 12 "Articles" undated

b. 12 "New Brunswick" undated

b. 12 "Nova Scotia" undated

b. 12 "Prince Edward Island" undated

b. 12 "U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services" undated

b. 12 "Contributions to Other Writers' Projects"
4 Folders

undated

b. 12 "Family" undated

b. 12 "Fans and Admirers"
4 Folders

1960-1969

b. 12 "Fans and Admirers"
3 Folders

1970-1980

b. 12 "Fans and Admirers"
4 Folders

1981-1991

Film Production

b. 12 "ABC - American Sportsman"
3 Folders

undated

b. 12 "ABC - Norway" 1967

"Conservation Activities" (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 12 "Audio Tapes" undated

b. 13 "Business"
3 Folders

undated

b. 13 "Business - music releases" undated

b. 13 "Capital Airlines" undated

b. 13 "CBS Sports Spectacular"
2 Folders

undated

b. 13 "CBS - NYT Clippings - Africa Trip" undated

b. 13 "Committee on the Atlantic Salmon Emergency"
3 Folders

undated

b. 13 "Doug Sinclair" undated

b. 13 "Equipment" undated

b. 13 "Film Contests and Awards"
2 Folders

undated

b. 13 "Film Proposals" undated

b. 13 "Garcia"
4 Folders

1959-1975

b. 13 "Lab" undated

b. 13 "Miller Bass Film" undated

b. 13 "Newfoundland" undated

b. 13 "Newfoundland Enterprise" 1944

b. 13 "Newfoundland Government Film"
6 Folders

1957-1976

b. 13 "Newfoundland Newspaper Clippings" 1938

b. 13 "North American Outdoorsman" undated

b. 13 "Nova Scotia" undated

b. 14 "Old Crow - National Distillers"
2 Folders

undated

b. 14 "Phillip Morris - Miller Brewing" undated

b. 14 "Queries to Potential Sponsors"
3 Folders

undated

b. 14 "Sport Series Ideas"
2 Folders

undated

b. 14 "Still Photography" undated

Film Production (continued)  

Page 13 of 22

https://collections.library.yale.edu/catalog/17473799


Series II: Correspondence and Subject Files Lee Wul: papers
GEN MSS 946

 
Container Description Date

b. 14 "Videocassettes - L.W. Outdoor Classics" undated

b. 14 Winchester Western: "Winchester"
2 Folders

undated

b. 14 Lee Wul: Master Collection (Royal Wul: Products)

14 films, originally 16mm, on 2 DVDs

DVDs: use of originals is restricted. Reference copies may be requested. 
Consult Access Services for further information.

c2005

b. 14 Unidentified undated

b. 14 "Fish and Game Law" undated

b. 14 "Fishing Equipment Designed by Lee Wul:" 1982, undated

b. 14 "Fly Fishing Museums" undated

"Friends"

b. 14 Unsorted undated

b. 14 "A"
3 Folders

undated

b. 14 "B"
4 Folders

undated

b. 14 Butcher, Okey undated

b. 14 "C"
3 Folders

undated

b. 14 "Colby, Lester"
2 Folders

1964-1988

b. 14 "Cullman, Joseph"
2 Folders

1961-1990

b. 15 "D-E"
2 Folders

undated

b. 15 "F-G"
3 Folders

undated

b. 15 "Grant, Gardner" 1977-1990

b. 15 "Groth, John. Art and correspondence" undated

b. 15 "H-I"
2 Folders

undated

b. 15 "J"
2 Folders

undated

b. 15 "K-L"
3 Folders

undated

Film Production (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 15 "M"
3 Folders

undated

b. 15 "Marvin, Neil"
2 Folders

1949-1990

b. 15 "N-P"
3 Folders

undated

b. 15 "Q-R"
4 Folders

undated

b. 15 "S-V"
4 Folders

undated

b. 16 "Solo, Rob" undated

b. 16 "W-Z"
4 Folders

undated

b. 16 "White, Tommy"
2 Folders

undated

b. 16 "The Garcia Corporation"
6 Folders

1968-1975

b. 16 "Godfrey, Joe - Fishing Hall of Fame" undated

b. 16 "Iceland" undated

"Innovations"

b. 16 "Flies: General, Plastic Bodies"
3 Folders

1960-1971

b. 16 "Flies: General, Plastic Bodies"
3 Folders

1972-1990

b. 16 "Fly Lines, Reels, Rods, Lee's Turtle Trap (as a child)"
3 Folders

undated

b. 16 "Salmon Tailor, Vest, and Miscellaneous"
2 Folders

undated

b. 16 "Joan and Lee Wul:, Inc. (1984 Catalog)" 1984

b. 16 "Minipi, Labrador" (Canada) undated

b. 16 "New Hampshire Fish & Game Commission"
6 Folders

undated

b. 17 "Periodicals," A-F
4 Folders

undated

b. 17 "Periodicals," G-Q
2 Folders

undated

b. 17 "Periodicals," R undated

"Friends" (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 17 "Periodicals," S-Z
4 Folders

undated

b. 17 "Publicity" 1930s

b. 17 "Publicity" 1940s

b. 17 "Publicity" 1950s

b. 17 "Publicity"
2 Folders

1960-1966

b. 17 "Publicity" 1967

b. 17 "Publicity" 1968

"Radio"

b. 17 General undated

b. 17 "Fishing Broadcasts - Newfoundland" undated

b. 17 "Sandhill River Salmon Club Ltd."
2 Folders

undated

b. 17 "South Africa" undated

b. 17 "Speeches" undated

"Tackle"

b. 17 General undated

b. 17 "Thomas and Thomas" undated

b. 17 "Tournaments: Palm Beach Masters" 1970

b. 17 "Writers," A-C
3 Folders

undated

b. 17 "Writers," D-K
3 Folders

undated

b. 17 "Writers," L-M
2 Folders

undated

b. 17 "Writers," N-R
3 Folders

undated

b. 18 "Writers," S-Z
4 Folders

undated

b. 18 "Writing Associations"
3 Folders

undated

b. 18 "Writing - Books Correspondence" undated

b. 18 "Youth" undated
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Container Description Date

b. 18 Bow hunting license 1953

b. 18 Empty original folders undated

b. 20 (Oversize) Certificate of Membership in the New England Regional Fishery Management 
Council

1976
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Series III: Photographs, 1914-1988
0.21 linear feet  (1 box)

Additional photographs are in Series I, Writings.

 
Container Description Date

b. 19 Photographs of Lee Wul:, Joan Wul:, and other family 1914-1988, 
undated

b. 19 Photographs of paintings by Lee Wul: undated

b. 19 Photographs of paintings by others 1981, undated
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Series IV: Objects, undated
0.38 linear feet  (1 box)

 
Container Description Date

b. 19 Garcia fly line

With container and instructions

undated

b. 19 Royal Wul: Products fly line

Container and instructions only

undated

b. 21 (Art) Flies made by Lee Wul:
22 flies, some with identification tags or notes

Restricted fragile material. Reference images may be requested. Consult Access 
Services for further information.

undated
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Series VIII: January 2020 acquisition, 1937–2019
0.42 linear feet  (1 box)

Gift of Joan Salvato Wul:, 2020.

 
Container Description Date

b. 22 Photographs of Lee Wul: at Hancock Airport 1991 April 28

b. 22 "Trout On A Fly" uncorrected page proof with holograph annotations 1986

b. 22 Canada's House of Commons' Atlantic Salmon Hall of Fame award, given 
posthumously, with congratulations correspondence
(2 folders)

2012 September 
12

b. 22 "Tuna Tournament on the High Seas" New York Times coverage featuring Lee 
Wul: with holograph note

1937 September 
19

b. 22 Advertisements and brochures featuring Lee Wul:, including for "Motion Picture 
Lectures on the Outdoor Sports"

1942

b. 22 Correspondence to W.W. Oliver 1983–1990

b. 22 "Lee Wul:" edited biographical manuscript undated

b. 22 Typescript and holograph personal rod history and partial holograph 
correspondence

undated

b. 22 "Lee Wul:: A Remarkable Life" film advertisement and list of American Sportsman 
films

2019

b. 22 "The Best Way to Hunt Whitetail" article by Lee Wul: featured in "The American 
Sportsman"

1969

b. 22 "...as American as bait casting..." article by Lee Wul: featured in "The American 
Sportsman"

1970
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Series IX: March 2021 acquisition, 2019–2020
.21 linear feet  (1 box)

Gift of Stephen Jones on behalf of Joan Wul:, 2021.

Access is restricted to within the Beinecke Library.

Restricted fragile. Access copies of digital files may be requested. Consult Access Services for further 
information.

Use of these films is limited to viewing by individuals or groups within the Beinecke Library. No part 
of these two films may be copied, sold, rented, shared online, or otherwise disseminated without the 
permission of The Wul: Projects, LLC.

 
Container Description Date

Documentary films relating to Lee Wul: and Joan Salvato Wul:
2 DVD-Rs

Access is restricted to within the Beinecke Library.

Restricted fragile. Access copies of digital files may be requested. Consult Access 
Services for further information.

2019–2020

b. 23 Lee Wul: A REMARKABLE LIFE, The Wul: Projects, LLC, 
www.thewul:projects.com
2021-genm-0012-0001
1 DVD-R

Restricted fragile material. Access copies of digital files may be requested. 
Consult Access Services for further information.

b. 23 Joan Salvato Wul: FIRST LADY OF FLY FISHING, The Wul: Projects, LLC, 
www.the wul:projects.com
2021-genm-0012-0002
1 DVD-R

Restricted fragile material. Access copies of digital files may be requested. 
Consult Access Services for further information.
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Atlantic salmon -- Conservation
Atlantic salmon fishing -- United States
Conservation of natural resources -- United 
States
Fishers -- United States
Flies, Artificial -- United States
Fly fishing -- Canada
Fly fishing -- Equipment and supplies
Fly fishing for women -- United States
Fly fishing -- United States
Hunting -- United States
Women fishers -- United States

Genres / Formats
Audiovisual materials -- United States -- 20th 
Century
DVDs -- United States -- 21st century
Fishing tackle -- United States -- 20th Century
Photographs -- United States -- 21st century

Occupations
Fishers -- United States -- 20th Century

Names
Wul:, Joan Salvato
Wul:, Lee, 1905-1991

Corporate Bodies
Atlantic Salmon Association
Atlantic Salmon Federation
Royal Wul: Products
Wul: School of Fly Fishing
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