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RG 113

Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Yale Divinity Library
409 Prospect Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 432-5301
divinity.library@yale.edu
http://web.library.yale.edu/divinity/special-collections

CALL NUMBER: RG 113

CREATOR: McCracken, Josiah C., 1874-1962

TITLE: Josiah C. McCracken Papers

DATES: 1901-1961

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 3.5 linear feet (8 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Correspondence, writings, and collected material document the work of 
a distinguished medical missionary and educator in China and provide 
information about graduates of the Medical Department of St. John's 
University, Shanghai. Josiah Calvin McCracken was a medical missionary and 
educator in China from 1906 to 1948. Sent out by the Christian Association of 
the University of Pennsylvania, he headed the medical department at Canton 
Christian College from 1907 to 1912, and at St. John's University in Shanghai 
from 1914-1942

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.113

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use on site, please use the request links in the HTML version of 
this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.113.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Helen McCracken Fulcher and Martha McCracken.

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.
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Josiah C. McCracken Papers
RG 113

Preferred Citation
Josiah C. McCracken Papers (RG 113), Special Collections, Yale Divinity School Library.

Biographical / Historical
Date Event

1874 ○ Born in Lincoln County, Tennessee; grew up in Kansas

1891-1895 ○ Attended Cooper College, which became Sterling College, Sterling, KS

1896-1901 ○ Attended University of Pennsylvania Medical School; athletic star in football and 
track

1901-1903 ○ YMCA secretary, Columbia University

1903-1905 ○ Medical intern at Pennsylvania Hospital, Philadelphia

1906 ○ Visited China to evaluate need for medical work there for Christian Association of 
University of Pennsylvania

1906 ○ Married Helen Newpher, who became the mother of their eight children.

1907-1912 ○ Developed the University Medical School at Canton Christian College, serving 
under the Christian Association of the University of Pennsylvania

1912-1913 ○ On furlough in U.S.; daughter Mary Elizabeth paralyzed by polio, but was later able 
to go to medical school and become a pediatrician in China.

1914-1942 ○ Dean of the Medical School of St. John's University, associated with the University 
of Pennsylvania; Professor of Surgery and chief surgeon at St. Luke's Hospital; 
physician to Shanghai American School.

1927 ○ Received honorary Doctor of Science degree from University of Pennsylvania

1938-1942 ○ Head of American Red Cross Hospital for Refugees, Shanghai

1942 ○ Repatriated on the exchange ship Gripsholm

1942-1946 ○ StaE surgeon at hospital in Pennsylvania

1944 ○ Helen McCracken died.

1946-1948 ○ Returned to Shanghai to reestablished Medical School at St. John's.

1948 ○ Returned to U.S.; retired from active professional duties but remained active in 
church-related activities. Provided numerous letters of reference for St. John's 
Medical School graduates seeking employment in the U.S.

1962 ○ Died

Additional biographical information available in Mission to Shanghai; the life of medical service of Josiah 
Calvin McCracken by Helen McCracken Fulcher.
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Scope and Contents
The Biographical Documentation of Series I includes articles and clippings about McCracken, memorabilia, 
and material compiled by his daughter Helen McCracken Fulcher. The Correspondence of Series II includes 
family correspondence, circular letters describing McCracken's work in China, and a valuable of collection 
of correspondence and documents relating to the graduates of the Medical Department of St. John's 
University in Shanghai. The Writings and Collected Material of Series III include articles and speeches 
by McCracken, other articles about China, and documentation related to the University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School at St. John's University. Series IV includes photographs of McCracken, his students and 
their families, the staE of the Medical School in Guangzhou (Canton), and medical cases.

Arrangement
I. Biographical Documentation
II. Correspondence
III. Writings and Collected Material
IV. Photographs
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Series I: Biographical Documentation Josiah C. McCracken Papers
RG 113

Collection Contents
Series I: Biographical Documentation

 
Container Description

b. 1, f. 1 Biographical material re. Josiah McCracken

b. 1, f. 2 Biographical material re. the McCracken children

b. 6, f. 135 Looseleaf notebook: "The Story of Dr. Josiah Calvin McCracken, 1874-1962: The McCrackens of 
Shanghai, A Family Portrait" by Helen McCracken Fulcher (244 mimeographed typescript pages)

b. 7, f. 137 Articles and clippings about JCMcC
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Series II: Correspondence Josiah C. McCracken Papers
RG 113

Series II: Correspondence

 
Container Description Date

Family correspondence

b. 1, f. 3-5 To/from family 1916

b. 1, f. 6-7 To/from family 1925-1946

b. 1, f. 8-19 To/from family 1951-1960, n.d.

General correspondence

b. 2, f. 20-21 Circular letters of JCMcC 1911-1952

b. 2, f. 22 General 1911, 1937, 1940

b. 2, f. 23-29 General 1948-1958, n.d.

b. 2, f. 30 Corres. with United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia 1949-1961

b. 2, f. 31 Name lists for Christmas cards 1953

Re. graduates of St. John's Medical School

b. 3, f. 32 Chang, Charles Chi

b. 3, f. 33 Chang, C. H.

b. 3, f. 34 Chang, Francis F. C.

b. 3, f. 35 Chang, John Chiao-nan

b. 3, f. 36 Chang, Ju-wen

b. 3, f. 37 Chang, K. H. Ronald

b. 3, f. 38 Chang, Robert S.

b. 3, f. 39 Chang, Samuel

b. 3, f. 40 Chang, Vincent

b. 3, f. 41 Chao, Jen-hung

b. 3, f. 42 Chen, Calvin

b. 3, f. 43 Chen, George

b. 3, f. 44 Chen, J. T.

b. 3, f. 45 Cheng, Lawrence

b. 3, f. 46 Cheng, Matthew

b. 3, f. 47 Cheng, Tsung

b. 3, f. 48 Chi, David T. W.

b. 3, f. 49 Chou, Shelley
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Series II: Correspondence Josiah C. McCracken Papers
RG 113

 
Container Description Date

b. 3, f. 50 Chow, Johnson H.

b. 3, f. 51 Chow, T. C.

b. 3, f. 52 Choy, Samuel Nai-shun

b. 3, f. 53 Chu, Jen

b. 3, f. 54 Chu, Johnson C. S.

b. 3, f. 55 Chu, Philip

b. 3, f. 56 Chuang, Theodore Hsiu-I

b. 3, f. 57 Chung, Emilie

b. 3, f. 58 Dao, Thomas

b. 3, f. 59 Doo, Gerald

b. 3, f. 60 Fan, Quin C

b. 3, f. 61 Fang, Harry C.

b. 3, f. 66 Hsu, H. S.

b. 3, f. 62 Hu, Yu Ming

b. 3, f. 63 Huang, David

b. 3, f. 64 Hwang, Paul

b. 3, f. 65 Hwang, Thomas

b. 3, f. 67 Jen, Francis H. S.

b. 3, f. 68 Jui, John O. L.

b. 3, f. 69 Katznelson, Alexander

b. 3, f. 70 King, K. T.

b. 3, f. 71 Kuo, John and Lucille

b. 3, f. 72 Kuo, Peter

b. 3, f. 73 Kun, William S. Z.

b. 4, f. 74 Kwok, Francis

b. 4, f. 75 Kwong, L. H.

b. 4, f. 76 Lee, Chi Hao

b. 4, f. 84 Lee, Otis

b. 4, f. 77 Lee, Tien Hsiang

b. 4, f. 78 Li, Chuang Hsiang

Re. graduates of St. John's Medical School (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 4, f. 85 Li, Lewis

b. 4, f. 86 Li, Rowena Tsung-ying

b. 4, f. 87 Li, William

b. 4, f. 88 Liang, Daniel

b. 4, f. 79 Lieu, John

b. 4, f. 80 Lieu, V. T.

b. 4, f. 89 Lin, David

b. 4, f. 91 Lin, Paul

b. 4, f. 90 Lin, Shun Hua

b. 5, f. 92 Lin, Shun Hua

b. 5, f. 93 Ling, C. T.

b. 4, f. 80 Liu, Chien

b. 5, f. 95 Low, Henry B. C.

b. 5, f. 96 Lu, Abraham Te-chuan

b. 4, f. 81 Lu, Tien Hsiang

b. 5, f. 94 Luke, Lincoln K. W.

b. 5, f. 97 Lum, Frances

b. 4, f. 82 Mar (Miao), Peter

b. 4, f. 83 Miao, C. H.

b. 5, f. 98 Pu, Pin Hsiu

b. 5, f. 99 Shen, Shu Chu

b. 5, f. 100 Sheng, Kung Tse

b. 5, f. 101 Sun, Chen Tung

b. 5, f. 103 Sun, David

b. 5, f. 104 Sun, K. M.

b. 5, f. 105 Sun, Lucille

b. 5, f. 106 Sun, Paul

b. 5, f. 107 Sung, Mary Ann

b. 5, f. 108 Tan, Pie Chu

b. 5, f. 109 Teng, Hsi Ching

Re. graduates of St. John's Medical School (continued)  
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RG 113

 
Container Description Date

b. 5, f. 110 Tsai, Luke

b. 5, f. 111 Tsai, T.

b. 5, f. 112 Tsang, John

b. 5, f. 113 Tsou, Szu-tai

b. 5, f. 115 Tyau, Victor

b. 5, f. 116 Wang, C. F.

b. 5, f. 117 Wang, C. H.

b. 5, f. 117 Wang, George

b. 5, f. 118 Wang, Hsiu Nan

b. 5, f. 119 Wang, Richard

b. 5, f. 120 Wang, S. K.

b. 5, f. 121 Wong, Samuel

b. 5, f. 122 Woo, Z. P.

b. 5, f. 123 Yang, Dorothy

b. 5, f. 124 Yang Te-Fang

b. 5, f. 125 Yang, William

b. 5, f. 126 Young, Kenneth

b. 5, f. 127 Yu Ching-Nien

b. 5, f. 128 Yu, John C. K.

b. 5, f. 129 Yuan, Robert

b. 5, f. 130 List of graduates of Medical Department of St. John's University 1901-1950

Re. graduates of St. John's Medical School (continued)  
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Series III: Writings and Collected Material

 
Container Description Date

By Josiah McCracken

b. 7, f. 136 "Medical Education in China" 1911

b. 7, f. 136 'The Work of the Medical School in China" (University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School in Canton)

1912

b. 7, f. 136 "What the University of Pennsylvania is Doing for Medical Education in 
South China"

1912

b. 7, f. 136 "The Adventure of the Funeral Dress" 1924

b. 7, f. 136 Untitled address ca. 1926-1927

b. 7, f. 136 Book review of Peking Diary by Derk Bodde ca. 1950

b. 7, f. 136 Untitled anecdote re. medical work n.d.

Collected writings

b. 7, f. 138 "How I Became a Christian" by Shao Chang Lee 1940

b. 7, f. 138 Speech by Mr. Mansfield Freeman of United Service to China n.d.

b. 7, f. 138 Circular letter of Charles and Leila Boynton, Shanghai 1940

b. 7, f. 138 "Chinese Relief" n.d.

b. 7, f. 138 "Things You Don't Read in the Papers" n.d.

Collected documentation

b. 8, f. 146-147 "Biographical Sketches St. John's University (Shanghai) Medical School 
Graduates (1943-1952)" and Supplement (1934-1952)

Two volumes of biographical sketches compiled by the St. John's University 
Medical School Alumni Association in North America, 2001

b. 7, f. 139 Documents re. curriculum and evaluation of the Pennsylvania Medical 
School, medical department of St. John's University

1940, ca. 1949

b. 7, f. 140 President's Report, University Medical School, Guangzhou (Canton) 1911

b. 7, f. 141 First National Conference of Chinese Churches in America 1956

b. 7, f. 141 International House Association 1951

b. 7, f. 142 Statements by Walter H. Judd re. situation in China 1949, n.d.
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Series IV: Photographs

 
Container Description Date

b. 7, f. 143 JCMcC: portraits and with others

b. 7, f. 144 Medical cases and dissection of cadaver

b. 7, f. 144 University Medical School staE, Guangzhou (Canton) 1907, 1911

b. 7, f. 144 Chinese medical students

b. 7, f. 145 Chinese children and families of former students

b. 7, f. 145 Scenes in China: refugees, aftermath of Japanese bombing, etc.
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Medicine -- Study and teaching -- China
Missionaries
Missions, Medical
Physicians

Names
McCracken, Josiah C., 1874-1962

Corporate Body
St. John's University (Shanghai, China)
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