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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 596

CREATOR: Labaree family

TITLE: Labaree family papers

DATES: 1801-1954

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1 linear foot

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The principal figures in these papers are Benjamin Labaree and his wife, 
Eliza Paul Capen Labaree. Their papers consist of courtship letters and other 
correspondence (1831-1835), his autobiography written in 1879 and five of 
her school notebooks compiled while she was at the Ipswich Academy (ca. 
1829-1830). Also in the papers is a sketchbook by James McIntosh, and a 
collection of family letters (1917-1919) edited by Leonard Woods Labaree and 
abridged by Rachel Capen SchauBer.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.0596

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.0596.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.
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Conditions Governing Use
Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the creator(s) of this collection are in the 
public domain. There are no restrictions on use. Copyright status for other collection materials is 
unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) 
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not 
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners. 
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Labaree Family Papers (MS 596). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
For a chart outlining the genealogical relations of the Labaree-SchauBer family, please consult the
Genealogical Chart.

Scope and Contents
The Labaree Family papers bring together items pertaining to two generations of the Labaree family and 
the related SchauBer family. The older generation is represented by Benjamin Labaree (1801-1883) and 
his wife, Eliza Paul Capen (1804?-1835). Preserved here are twenty-four letters (1831-1835) exchanged 
between them during their courtship and short marriage, containing serious discussions of religion 
and marriage, and three letters to Eliza's mother, the second of which gives an account of Eliza's death. 
Benjamin Labaree's unpublished autobiography covers the same period of time and fleshes out the story of 
their experiences as missionaries and teachers on the Tennessee frontier. He also describes his earlier life 
as a teacher in North Carolina in the 1820s and his study at Dartmouth College and Andover Theological 
Seminary. Both the letters and the autobiography reveal a continuing interest in the lives and customs 
of the people among whom he lived, and particularly in the eJects of slavery on both blacks and whites. 
Labaree also incorporates into his autobiography some family history, recounting the capture by Indians of 
his grandfather in the 1740s.

Five school notebooks of Eliza P. Capen are included in the collection; these were presumably compiled 
while she was a teacher at Miss Gilpah Grant's Ipswich Academy, ca. 1829-1830. With these is a transcript 
of her notes on pedagogy, reprinted in The New England Quarterly for September 1947.

The Labaree-SchauBer family is represented by Benjamin Labaree's great-grandson, Leonard Woods 
Labaree, a typescript of whose abridgment of "The Christian Fiend" by Rachel Capen SchauBer is included 
here. This work consists of transcripts of letters to and from SchauBer and Labaree family members and 
others during World War I. Labaree in his introduction speaks of it as a "common record... of the general 
experience and a cross-section of the military service...." Included are letters from men in training camps 
and at the front and from nurses and other women serving overseas.

Other items in the Labaree Family papers are a sermon by Dr. Codman and a sketchbook of James 
McIntosh, both presumably possessions of Eliza or Benjamin Labaree, and several newspaper 
clippingsaboutthe SchauBer family. Typed manuscripts of Benjamin Labaree and the correspondence have 
been made.

These papers were given to Yale University by Leonard Woods Labaree in 1939 and 1948.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

Labaree, Benjamin (1801-1883) and Eliza (Capen) Labaree (1804?-1835): 
correspondence

b. 1, f. 1 Originals 1831-1835, 1845

b. 1, f. 2 Typed transcripts

Labaree, Benjamin (1801-1883): autobiography

b. 1, f. 3 Original 1879

b. 1, f. 4 Typed transcript

Labaree, Eliza Paul (Capen) (1804?-1835)

b. 1, f. 5 5 school workbooks [ca. 1829-1839]

"Zilpah Grant and the Art of Teaching: 1829, As Recorded by Eliza Paul 
Capen," reprinted from The New England Quarterly, Vol. 20
English

1947 September

b. 1, f. 6 [Codman, Dr. ?]: sermon
English

1830 July 4

b. 1, f. 7 McIntosh, James: sketchbook 1801

b. 2, f. 8 - 11 SchauBer, Rachel Capen, ed.: "The Christian Fiend: Being the War-Time 
Correspondence of the SchauBer Family, 1917-1919"; abridged by Leonard Woods 
Larabee

undated

b. 2, f. 12 SchauBer family: newspaper clippings 1940, 1954

 

Page 5 of 6



Labaree family papers
MS 596

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Courtship
Death
Education
Families
Women -- Education
World War, 1914-1918 -- United States

Geographic Names
Southern States

Genres / Formats
Autobiographies

Names
Labaree, Benjamin, 1801-1883
Labaree, Eliza Paul Capen, 1804?-1835
Labaree, Leonard Woods, 1897-1980
SchauBer, Rachel Capen, b.1876

Families
Labaree family
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