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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 658

CREATOR: Yale, William, 1887-1975

TITLE: William Yale papers

DATES: 1915-1919

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 2 linear feet (7 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Correspondence, intelligence reports, and other papers of William Yale, 
author, diplomat and professor. The papers relate primarily to problems in 
the Near East during and immediately after World War I. Included are reports 
and agreements concerning Palestine and Syria and various reports by special 
commissions on Turkey, Arabia, and Zionism. There is also material relating 
to the Paris Peace Conference.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.0658

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.0658.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of William Yale, 1928.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
William Yale Papers (MS 658). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
William Yale (a collateral descendant of Elihu Yale) was born in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., on August 6, 1887. He 
attended the Lawrenceville School and received his Ph.B. degree from Yale as a member of the class of 1910-
S. For the next five years Yale worked in various administrative capacities for the Standard Oil Company of 
New York, particularly in the Near East. He eventually became SOCONY'S chief representative in Jerusalem, 
where he resided continuously from June 1915 to March 1917 and where he acquired a speaking knowledge 
of Arabic and a thorough knowledge of French. He left Palestine in early March 1917 and proceeded to 
Constantinople, for the most part traveling over the Bagdad Railroad and passing through Damascus, 
Aleppo, Tarsus, Koniah and Eschi Seher. He returned to the United States soon after America's entry into 
the First World War.

For a short while afterward, Yale worked with the American Field Service in Washington, D.C. Then, in 
August 1917, he received an appointment as a Special Agent of the Department of State with instructions 
to proceed to Egypt. Yale stopped first in London, where he held consultations with William H. Buckler 
(Colonel House's special liaison man at the American Embassy), with members of the British Military and 
Admiralty Intelligence OHces, as well as with the heads of the various Middle Eastern Relief Committees. 
He also visited Paris, where he conferred with many Zionist and Arab leaders (including Boghos Nubar 
Pasha). Finally, traveling via Rome, Taranto and Malta, he arrived in Alexandria on October 19, 1917.

Yale outlined the purpose of his mission (and the peculiarities of his position in Egypt) in the very first 
report, which he addressed to Leland Harrison (his immediate chief at the Department of State):

"On my arrival at Cairo I presented myself to Mr. Knabenshue, Vice-Consul in charge of the Diplomatic 
Agency, and explained to him my presence here and mission. After a lengthy conference with Mr. 
Knabenshue, in which we throughly discussed my position here, we both came to the Conclusion 
that the only course to pursue was that he should present me to the [British] High Commissioner, Sir 
Reginald Wingate, as a special agent of the Department of State, sent to Egypt to keep the United States 
Government informed of the events of importance occuring east of Suez, in Syria, Palestine, Arabia and the 
Hedjaz. It was after careful consideration of the question that we came to this decision for the following 
reasons.

My presence in Egypt as a Special Agent of the Department of State was known to the British Authorities, 
as I was travelling under a special diplomatic passport defining my position. My work here necessitates 
my meeting and interviewing the leaders of the groups interested in Palestine and Syria, viz: Zionists and 
Anti-Zionists, Moslem Arabs and the various sects of Christian Arabs and all other interests. Such activities 
on my part would have been carefully watched and followed by the British, whose secret agents are 
everywhere. My comings and goings would have been fully reported upon, and it is very probable that even 
my conversations would at times have been reported verbatim to the British Authorities. Not only would 
the British have known the nature of my work, but they might have surmised and imputed other motives 

Page 4 of 22



William Yale papers
MS 658

to my presence in Egypt. Not only would I personally have been under suspicion and my activities hindered 
and curtailed but suspicion would have been thrown upon the American [Diplomatic] Agency, which would 
have resulted in placing both Mr. Knabenshue and myself in a most unpleasant and disadvantageous light."

Yale sent weekly reports to Washington during the period October 1917 - July 1918, paying special attention 
to Syrian and Palestinian questions.

On June 20, 1918, Yale received an appointment as captain in the U. S. Army through the auspices of the 
Department of State. This "promotion" was obviously meant to facilitate his movements in and out of 
Egypt. In fact, soon thereafter Yale was also informed by the oHce of the U. S. military attaché in London 
that General Allenby, Commander in Chief of British Forces in Palestine, had agreed to receive him at his 
headquarters as an oHcial American military observer. Yale jumped at this opportunity, though wondering 
whether henceforth the Department of State or the War Department would be at the receiving end of 
his intelligence reports. In any event, Yale was elated: "Although as military observer my activities will 
in some ways be restricted," he wrote to Harrison, "they will on the other hand be extended by my being 
able to go to Palestine and later to Akabah and the Hedjaz, and if necessary to Mesopotamia. In so doing 
I shall be able to get into touch with the leading Arabs in the various parts of the Arab world, and will in 
the end secure first-hand information of what is going on." In fact, Yale was thus able to observe from 
close quarters Allenby's brilliant final campaign (September 19 to November 11, 1918), and in his reports 
he commented at length upon these operations, as well as upon the varied and complicated political 
ramifications.

After the signing of the armistice, Yale was ordered to proceed to Paris, where he was attached to the staO 
of the American Commission to Negotiate Peace as an expert on Syrian and Arabian aOairs. He remained in 
France until May 1919, when he was sent back to the Levant as technical advisor to the American section of 
the International Commission on Mandates in Turkey. He returned to Paris at the end of the summer, spent 
some more time in London in the fall, and was finally demobilized in December 1919. For a few years after 
his return to the United States Yale worked for a number of American firms at home and abroad. Then, in 
1928, he began teaching modern European history at the University of New Hampshire, and he remained 
there for the better part of the next twenty-five years of his life. During World War II, Yale was employed 
by the Department of State as a special consultant on Middle Eastern aOairs. Before his retirement Yale 
also taught history at Boston University. He is the author of The Near East: A Modern History (1958; revised 
edition 1968). Yale died in 1975.

Scope and Contents
To a large degree the William Yale Papers consist ofcopies of miscellaneous documents (oHcial, semi-
oHcial and private; American as well as French, British and Middle Eastern in provenance) pertaining to the 
break-up and reorganization of certain segments of the old Ottoman Empire during the years 1917-1919. 
The bulk of the material deals with Syrian, Palestinian, Arab and Zionist aOairs.* As Yale himself explained 
(in a letter sent to Charles Seymour in 1928, when Yale made the gift of his papers to the Yale University 
Library): "Some of these documents are [also to be found] in the Hoover Collection at Stanford, some are at 
Princeton, and most of them [are] in the files of the Department of State or the War Department. However, 
some of them are not in any collection." A few additional items were incorporated at a more recent date: 
these include Yale's report on Henry Morgenthau's secret mission to Constantinople in 1917; a letter from 
Jamal Husseini (written in 1962) describing a meeting organized in 1921 between Weizmann and a group of 
prominent Arabs to discuss Zionist demands in Palestine; and a letter addressed to Yale by the legendary T. 
E. Lawrence, describing in vivid detail the Arab occupation of Damascus.

* Most of the items in the collection are in English, although a good many of them are copies-in-translation 
of Arab or Hebrew originals.

The William Yale Papers, comprising roughly 160 folders, are divided into seven series:

I. General Correspondence (1 box)

(very limited number of items)
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II. Wartime Intellegence Reports, 1917-1918 (1 box)

This series is subdivided as follows:

(a) Reports Nos. 1-34 [including covering letters from Yale to Leland Harrison]; plus three preliminary 
reports [1917], one diary excerpt, and a Résumé of Nos. 1-34.

(b) Reports sent to U. S. Military Attaché, London [incomplete set; arranged chronologically]

(c) Miscellaneous oHcial communications with Department of State, 1917 June 30 - 1918 July 19

III. Miscellaneous Materials on Palestine (1 box)

(arranged chronologically)

IV. Miscellaneous Materials on Syria (1 box)

(arranged chronologically)

V. Miscellaneous Materials on Arabs and Arabia (1 box)

(arranged chronologically)

VI. Miscellaneous Paris Peace Conference Materials (1 box)

(arranged chronologically)

VII. Miscellaneous Items (1 box)

Arrangement
Arranged in seven series: I. General Correspondence. II. Wartime Intelligence Reports. III. Miscellaneous 
Materials on Palestine. IV. Miscellaneous Materials on Syria. V. Miscellaneous Materials on Arabs and 
Arabia. VI. Miscellaneous Paris Peace Conference Materials. VII. Miscellaneous Items.
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Collection Contents
Series I: General Correspondence

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 Allenby, General Edmund, autograph letter to William Yale, . 1919 January 28

b. 1, f. 2 Buckler, W. H., letter to Yale, [original]. With accompanying copy of Buckler's 
memorandum on "The Policy of the United States Relative to the Treaty with 
Turkey."

1919 December 9

b. 1, f. 3 Husseini, Jamal, letter to Yale regarding meeting with Weizmann, . Report by Yale 
concerning letter, dated .

19211962 
February 9

b. 1, f. 4 Lawrence, T. E., copy of a letter written to Yale concerning the aOairs of the 
Turkish Hospital, Damascus, in 1918; London, .

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1929 October 22

b. 1, f. 5 Watson, J. K., to Yale, [original]. 1919 October 28

b. 1, f. 6 Westermann, W. L., copy [inc.] of Yale's letter to Westermann from Beirut, . 
Includes memorandum entitled "Strong National Feeling,"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 July 
8undated
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Series II: Wartime Intellegence Reports

 
Container Description Date

Reports 1-34 and Related Materials

b. 2, f. 1 Report on "Palestine - Syria Situation" 1917

b. 2, f. 2 Diary notes 1917 July 25 - 
September 20

b. 2, f. 3 Preliminary reports from Paris, and from Cairo 1917 September 
301917 October 
24

b. 2, f. 4 Report 1: "The Syrian Question" 1917 October 29

b. 2, f. 5 Report 2: "The Arabia and Hedjaz Situation"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1917 November 
5

b. 2, f. 6 Report 3: "British Policy in the Near East"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1917 November 
12

b. 2, f. 7 Report 4: "Syrians and Zionism" 1917 November 
19

b. 2, f. 8 Report 5: "Recent Developments in the Palestine Situation" 1917 November 
26

b. 2, f. 9 Report 6: "France and Syria" 1917 December 3

b. 2, f. 10 Report 7: "Notes on Syrian AOairs for the Week Ending Dec. 10" 1917 December 
10

b. 2, f. 11 Report 8: "Arab Notes." Includes translation from Hebrew of a letter of 
introduction given by Aaronsohn to William Yale at Paris 1917 October, for 
his brother, Alexander Aaronsohn at Cairo, Egypt.

1917 December 
17

b. 2, f. 12 Report 9: "Arab Activities and the Balfour Declaration" 1917 December 
24

b. 2, f. 13 Report 10: "Notes on the Zionist Question" 1917 December 
31

b. 2, f. 14 Report 11: "Activities in Turkey re: Syrian AOairs" 1918 January 21

b. 2, f. 15 Report 12: "The Syrian Question." Includes translation and French text of 
article by Adib Pasha on "The Future Government of Mount Lebanon."

1917 January 26

b. 2, f. 16 Report 13: "British Attitude towards Turkish Propaganda" 1918 February 4

b. 2, f. 17 Report 14: "The Syrian Question (Views of a certain group of Non-
Annexationists)." Includes report to General Clayton, Chief of British 
Intelligence in Egypt, by Suleiman Nassif Bey.

1918 February 11; 
1917 April
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 18 Report 15: "Notes on 'The Turkish and Pan-Turkish Ideal." Includes copy of 
article by Tekin Alp, "The Turkish and Pan-Turkish Ideal," Constantinople.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 February 18; 
1915

b. 2, f. 19 Report 16: "Syria and the Syrians; a Sketch." Includes copy of "an article 
by a young British oHcer for his government": Syria, the Raw Material. 
Fragmentary notes written in 1918, not circulated. By T. E. L.[awrence?]

1915 February 25

b. 2, f. 20 Report 17: "The Growing Discontent among the Arabs" 1918 March 4

b. 2, f. 21 Report 18: "Discontent Among the Arabs" 1918 March 11

b. 2, f. 22 Report 19: "Zionism and the Arab Movement." Includes copy of letter by Sir 
Mark Sykes to the Syrians, and translation of Adib Pash's "Historical Review 
of the 'Alliance Libanaise,'" Cairo.

1918 March 18; 
1917 November 
16; 1918 February 
7

b. 2, f. 23 Report 20: "The Zionist Commission" 1918 March 25

b. 2, f. 24 Report 21: "Military Operations in Eastern Palestine" 1918 April 1

b. 2, f. 25 Report 22: "Zionist Commission and Syrians in Egypt" 1918 April 8

b. 2, f. 26 Report 23: "Views and Opinions of the Syrian Moslems in Egypt" 1918 April 15

b. 2, f. 27 Report 24: "Zionism and Palestine" 1918 April 22

b. 2, f. 28 Report 25: "News from Palestine" 1918 April 29

b. 2, f. 29 Report 26: "The Syrians vs. the French" 1918 May 6

b. 2, f. 30 Report 27: "The Question of Syria and Mt. Lebanon." Includes copy of the 
"Statute for the Administration of the Lebanon" (English and French texts).

1918 May 13; 
1861 June 9

b. 2, f. 31 Report 28: "Syrian Propaganda Relative to the United States" 1918 May 20

b. 2, f. 32 Report 29: "The Syrian Mission in Palestine" 1918 May 27

b. 2, f. 33 Report 30: "The Article on the Druzes by Selim Izzeddin Bey." Includes copy 
of "The Druzes and Recent Events in Syria," by Selim Izzeddin Bey.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 June 3; 1915 
May 19

b. 2, f. 34 Report 31: Notes on the French and British in Palestine" 1918 June 10

b. 2, f. 35 Report 32: "Summary of the Operations of the Cherifian Forces during the 
Past Four Months." Includes addendum, "The Wahabites," by William Yale.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 June 17

b. 2, f. 36 Report 33: "Arab Empire Propaganda"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 July 1

Reports 1-34 and Related Materials (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 37 Report 34: "The Meeting of Dr. Weizmann and Emir Faisal." Includes copy of 
Letter of Sd. Suleiman Nassif to the Editor of the "Al Kawab," Cairo.

1918 July 8; 1918 
June 15

b. 2, f. 38 Copy of Resumé of 34 Reports of Preceding Ten Months: "Political Situation 
of the Arab Provinces of the Ottoman Empire," Includes copy of covering 
letter War Dept. to Harrison.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

Undated; 1918 
November 5

Reports sent to U. S. Military Attaché, London

b. 2, f. 39 Report 61: "Recent Political Events among the Arabs" 1918 September 
12

b. 2, f. 40 Report 112: "The Political Situation in Syria." Includes proclamation (in French 
and English) re: expulsion from Jerusalem of American citizens between the 
ages of 17 and 50 years, by Agath, Governor of Jerusalem; also "Lissam Ul-
Arab (  The Language of the Arabs), a political and social daily."

1918 November 
9; 1918 October 
12

b. 2, f. 41 Report 128: "The Battle of Tul Keram and Military Operations in Palestine and 
Syria, September 15 to October 26th," outline of report and report. Includes 
copy of "OHcial Report of General Allenby on the final military operations in 
Palestine and Syria, which ended in the capture of Aleppo, October 26, 1918."

1918 November 
18; 1919 January 
20

b. 2, f. 42 Report 163: "The Question of Greek Orthodox Patriarchate at Jerusalem." 
Includes extract from Egyptian Gazette re: return of Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch to Jerusalem.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 December 
11; 1919 January 
15

b. 2, f. 43 Report 173: "Facts in connection with the Syrian Question which have 
recently been learned"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 December 
16

b. 2, f. 44 Report 174 (1): "Great Britain, France and the Near East"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 December 
16

b. 2, f. 45 Report 174 (2): "The Near East and the Western World"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 December 
16

b. 2, f. 46 Report 175: "An Arab Empire" [not sent]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 December 
18

Reports 1-34 and Related Materials (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 47 Report 176: "Present Situation in Palestine and Syria." Includes copy of 
"Petition to the United States," by Preacher at Mosque of Omar Mohammed 
El Afifi.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 December 
18

Miscellaneous OHcial Communications

b. 2, f. 48 Miscellaneous oHcial communications between William Yale and Leland 
Harrison and Robert Lansing

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1917 June 30 - 
1918 July 19

Reports sent to U. S. Military Attaché, London (continued)  
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Series III: Miscellaneous Materials on Palestine

 
Container Description Date

b. 3, f. 1 Copy of Col. Finley's report on the budget of the American Red Cross Commission 
to Palestine

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 3, f. 2 "The Boundaries of Palestine," Copy of Zionist[?] Memorandum
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 3, f. 3 Felix Frankfurter's Project of Mandate form for Palestine, [with MS: corrections by 
W. Y. and W. L. Westermann]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 3, f. 4 Copy of Memorandum on Property on Palestine undated

b. 3, f. 5 Copy of memorandum of suggestions for co-operation between Zionists and 
Palestinians

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 3, f. 6 Memorandum on Weizmann - Feisal Interview, [with MS annotations by W. Y., 
1927]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 3, f. 7 Copy of Memorandum on World Jewry

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 3, f. 8 Copy of telegram to Balfour from Syrian Community in Cairo

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1917 November 
14

b. 3, f. 9 Copy of letter from Sulieman Nassif to the editor of "Al Kawkab," Cairo

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 June 14

b. 3, f. 10 Copy of translation of Grand Mufti's speech to American Red Cross Committee 
[printed]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 July 31
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Series III: Miscellaneous Materials on 
Palestine

William Yale papers
MS 658

 
Container Description Date

b. 3, f. 11 Copy of letter from President Wilson to Rabbi Wise

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 August 31

b. 3, f. 12 "The Situation in Palestine," copy of memorandum
English

1918 September 
19

b. 3, f. 13 Notes on Palestinian Greek Orthodox Community, prepared for W. Y. by brother of 
the Dragoman of the Russian Consulate

1918 November 
26

b. 3, f. 14 Copy of [anti-Zionist] address by Preacher in the Mosque of Omar Mohammed El 
Afifi

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 December 
18

b. 3, f. 15 Treaty between Feisal and Weizmann, and Zionist Proposals for the Peace 
Conference

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 January 3

b. 3, f. 16 Copy of letter from Henry Sacher [Manchester Guardian] to Norman Bentwich 
[The High Court, Jerusalem]

1919 May 1

b. 3, f. 17 Copy of a petition from inhabitants of El-Yamoun to French Consulate at St. Jean, 
[in French]

1913 (1919) 
January 7

b. 3, f. 18 "Palestine's Progress," from the Egyptian Gazette
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 January 13

b. 3, f. 19 "Jew, Arab and Armenian: The Scope of Zionism," clipping from Egyptian Gazette
English

1919 January 21

b. 3, f. 20 Copy of letter from Faisal to Felix Frankfurter [in French] 1919 March 1

b. 3, f. 21 Copy of letter from Feisal to F. Frankfurter [extract from the "Jewish Chronicle"] 1919 March 7

b. 3, f. 22 Copy of petition from 421 notables of Nablus to U. S. Diplomatic Agency, Cairo 1919 March 8

b. 3, f. 23 Notes by William Yale on a talk with M. Andre Spire 1919 March 12

b. 3, f. 24 Copy of letter from William H. Taft to Isaac Landman 1919 March 15

b. 3, f. 25 "Statement of policy on the Palestine question," (Joint Foreign Committee of the 
Jewish Board of Deputies and the Anglo - Jewish Association)
English

1919 April 14

b. 3, f. 26 Copy of record of conversation between H. Morgenthau, Lucien Wolf, M. Bogart, 
and Isaac Landman, Paris

1919 April 24
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Series IV: Miscellaneous Materials on Syria William Yale papers
MS 658

Series IV: Miscellaneous Materials on Syria

 
Container Description Date

b. 4, f. 1 Brochure prepared by Dr. Howard Bliss (American College, Beyrouth) on "The 
Right of the People of Syria...etc." [French and English texts]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

b. 4, f. 2 Copy of letter from Faisal to Lloyd George

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 4, f. 3 Copy of letter from Faris S. Nimr, editor of Al-Mokattan, dealing with Syrian 
political aspirations, to Mr. Gary, American diplomatic agent, Cairo.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 4, f. 4 Copy of "Confidential Notes" on French propaganda agents, n.a.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 4, f. 5 Copy of French proposal for the administration of Syria (38 pages) ["Note sur 
l'organization générale de l'administration de la nouvelle Syrie"]

undated

b. 4, f. 6 "British commitments to King Hussein," 2 copies of memorandum, n.a.
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 4, f. 7 "Preserving the open door to the oil fields of the world," n.a.
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 4, f. 8 "Recommendations in regard to settlements in the Ottoman Empire," n.a.
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 4, f. 9 Copy of memorandum on St. Jean de Maurienne Agreement undated

b. 4, f. 10 Copy of notes on Shereef Ali Haidar, n.a. undated

b. 4, f. 11 "Suggestions for Syrian Mandate" by Ribahni[?]
English

undated

b. 4, f. 12 Copies of two Tahet articles on the Syrian problem undated
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Series IV: Miscellaneous Materials on Syria William Yale papers
MS 658

 
Container Description Date

b. 4, f. 13 Copy of letter to President Wilson from Syrian notables and oHcers [in French]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 4, f. 14 Copy of Sykes-Picot Agreement 1916 May 9

b. 4, f. 15 Extract of letter from Adil Koutiet (San Paulo) to Dr. Faris Nimr 1917 September 
23

b. 4, f. 16 Copy of Aide Memoire on the Sherif of Mecca's revolt, 1916 June, Arab Bureau, 
Savoy Hotel, Cairo

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1917 October 24

b. 4, f. 17 Copy of letter of Sir Mark Sykes to [?], . 1917 November 
16

b. 4, f. 18 Copy of an open letter addressed to a correspondent in El Kobla, by Hakki Bey el 
Am of Damascus, Cairo

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918

b. 4, f. 19 Alliance Libanaise, "Mémorandum sur les aspirations des Libanais" 1918 January

b. 4, f. 20 Aperçu Historique stir l'Alliance Libanaise [with English translation]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 February

b. 4, f. 21 "Assyrians," by Abraham Yohannon
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 February 20

b. 4, f. 22 Copies of miscellaneous papers in re Taking of Beyrouth

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 October

b. 4, f. 23 Byrne, E. H., "Report on the Desires of the Syrians"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 October 7

b. 4, f. 24 Copy of "Note [sur] les évenements de Syrie" [in French], Beyrouth 1918 October 30

b. 4, f. 25 Copy of text of Anglo-French Declaration on Syria; published in "Palestine News," 
by direction of General Allenby

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 November 
11
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Series IV: Miscellaneous Materials on Syria William Yale papers
MS 658

 
Container Description Date

b. 4, f. 26 "The Fall of Medina" and "Future of Syria," excerpts from the Egyptian Gazette
English

1919 January 14

b. 4, f. 27 "Future of Syria: the Emir Feisal's Views," from Egyptian Gazette
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 January 14
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Series V: Miscellaneous Materials on Arabs 
and Arabia

William Yale papers
MS 658

Series V: Miscellaneous Materials on Arabs and Arabia

 
Container Description Date

b. 5, f. 1 Miscellaneous Statistics on Protestant Missionary Stations in Arabia undated

b. 5, f. 2 "The Ottoman Caliphate," translation of 6 chapters from "Appunti sulla natura... 
[etc.]" by Carlo Alfonso Nallino...[etc.]
English

b. 5, f. 3 "The Bedouins and their politics" by G. Bie-Ravndal [Consul-General, Beirut]
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1908 July 23

b. 5, f. 4 List of Arab Personalities on Mesopotamia

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 December 7

b. 5, f. 5 Copy of confidential report from American Vice-consul, Aden, on "present 
position, aims and amitions of the Sultan Imam"

1919 January 13
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Series VI: Miscellaneous Paris Peace 
Conference Materials

William Yale papers
MS 658

Series VI: Miscellaneous Paris Peace Conference Materials

 
Container Description Date

b. 6, f. 1 Copy of statement presented to the Paris Peace Conference by Christian and 
Mohammedan delegates of Southern Syria

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 6, f. 2 Copy of cablegram protest from Comité Musulman-Chrétien at JaOa to 
Clemenceau [MS annotation by W. Y.]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

Undated1927

b. 6, f. 3 List of Prince Feisal's staO in Paris

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

b. 6, f. 4 Copy of note on the sending of an American Commission in Syria, n.a.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

undated

b. 6, f. 5 Draft copy of article on Syria by Yale written on W. Steed's request and published 
in London Times anonymously

undated

b. 6, f. 6 Copy of memorandum by the Emir Faisal

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 January 1

b. 6, f. 7 Copy of translation of letter from the Sultan Imam to President Wilson 1919 January 9

b. 6, f. 8 Mesopotamian Committees: Petitions to President Wilson [French and English]; 
Damascus

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 December 7 
and 1919 January 
15

b. 6, f. 9 Copy of notes on a conversation between W. L. Westermann and the Emir Faisal, 
interpreted by Colonel T. E. Lawrence

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 January 20

b. 6, f. 10 "Territorial Claims of the Hedjas Government," copy of Feisal Memorandum
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 January 29

b. 6, f. 11 Miscellaneous papers from Comité Libanais de Paris

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 February
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Series VI: Miscellaneous Paris Peace 
Conference Materials

William Yale papers
MS 658

 
Container Description Date

b. 6, f. 12 Copy of a Petition of protest from the citizens of the district of Nablus (Palestine) 
presented to the Peace Conference through the American Commission

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

Undated 
[February 1919?]

b. 6, f. 13 Notes on a conversation between William Yale and Emir Faisal

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 February 13

b. 6, f. 14 Copy of memorial from Delegation of Jews of the British Empire to President of 
Peace Conference

1919 February 21

b. 6, f. 15 Copy of an "Impression of an interview with Jean Gout" 1919 March 9

b. 6, f. 16 Copy of cablegram, Nelson Page to Ammission, Paris [re: Pope's opposition to 
Zionist aims]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 March 11

b. 6, f. 17 Copy of memorandum on French and British experts' conference on Syria

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 March 26

b. 6, f. 18 Special Report: "Syria - Information prepared in view of a military occupation of 
the country," Paris

1919 April

b. 6, f. 19 Copy of memorandum from W. L. Westermann to William C. Bullitt, . Includes copy 
of extracts from discussion amongst American Commissioners Plenipotentiary.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 April 111919 
April 13–17

b. 6, f. 20 Copies of three De Caix documents re: French views on Syria

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

Circa 1919 April 
12

b. 6, f. 21 Copy of notes on a conversation between Georges Picot and W. Yale 1919 April 17

b. 6, f. 22 "General stipulations in Mandates for parts of the Ottoman Empire," copy of 
memorandum from W. L. Westermann to Leland Harrison
English

1919 April 23

b. 6, f. 23 "The Dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire"
English

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 April 23, 
undated

b. 6, f. 24 "Arab Independence," copy of report of a British intelligence agent [copy sent to 
Peace Commission, Paris] [in French]
English

1919 May 13
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Series VI: Miscellaneous Paris Peace 
Conference Materials

William Yale papers
MS 658

 
Container Description Date

b. 6, f. 25 Copy of letter from Hedjaz Delegates to Colonel House, Paris (annotated)

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 May 19

b. 6, f. 26 Copy of translation of what is reported to be a treaty between Emir Faisal and 
Mustapha Kemal. ["Probably false" - William Yale] [in French]

1919 June 16

b. 6, f. 27 Copy of report on "The Apparent Situation in Syria, July 1, 1919," by A. H. Lybyer

b. 6, f. 28 "Report on Syria, Palestine and Mt. Lebanon for the American 
Commissioners" [Constantinople] (2 copies). Includes revisions made in 1928.
English

1919 July 26

b. 6, f. 29 Map showing proposed division of Ottoman Empire (to accompany report of 
American Commission on Mandates in Turkey). One of the original MS copies.

1919 August

b. 6, f. 30 Copy of the "Report upon the non-Arabic-Speaking Portions of the Former 
Ottoman Empire by the American Section of the International Commission on 
Mandates in Turkey"

Undated [1919 
August?]

b. 6, f. 31 Copy of the "Report upon Mesopotamia by the American section of the 
International Commission on Mandates in Turkey"

undated

b. 6, f. 32 Copy of the "Report upon Syria by the American Section of the International 
Commission on Mandates in Turkey"

Undated [1919 
August?]

b. 6, f. 33 Copies of table of contents and summary of King-Crane Report. Includes 
autograph signatures.

[1919 August?]

b. 6, f. 34 Copy of memorandum re: Emir Faisal's communication to Lloyd George 1919 September 
16

b. 6, f. 35 Copy of Aide-Memoire Lloyd George to Polk re: occupation of Syria 1919 September 
16

b. 6, f. 36 Copy of reports-in-detail on "Position of Syrian Question"

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1919 September 
27 to October 16

b. 6, f. 37 Copy of report on "Clemenceau - Lloyd George Agreement on Syria" 1919 October 21
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Series VII: Miscellaneous Items William Yale papers
MS 658

Series VII: Miscellaneous Items

 
Container Description Date

Miscellaneous printed items

b. 7, f. 1 2 maps of Syria [in French]

b. 7, f. 1 Article: "Bref Aperçu sur l'EOort Arabe," n.a. undated

b. 7, f. 2 Copy of a "Report on Syria," by George R. Montgomery undated

b. 7, f. 3 "Report on the Proposals for an Independent Arab State or States," by Howard 
Crosby Butler
English

undated

b. 7, f. 4 "Preliminary Report on Land in the Ottoman Empire" (outline)
English

undated

b. 7, f. 5 "Report of the Principal Highways of Syria," prepared by the British Military 
Authorities for the Expedition in Palestine and Syria. [Copy sent to Second Section, 
G. S., G. H. G., A. E. F.]
English

1918 November 
30

b. 7, f. 6 "Report upon Just and Practical Boundaries for Sub-divisions of the Turkish 
Empire," by W. L. Westermann and others
English

Undated [Paris, 
1919?]

b. 7, f. 7 Copy of William Yale's article on "Ambassador Henry Morgenthau's 'Special 
Mission' of 1917"
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Diplomats
World War, 1914-1918
Zionism

Geographic Names
Israel -- Politics and government
Middle East -- Politics and government
Syria -- Politics and government
Turkey -- Politics and government
United States -- Foreign relations

Names
Allenby, Edmund Henry Hynman Allenby, 
Viscount, 1861-1936
Buckler, W. H. (William Hepburn), 1867-1952
Lawrence, T. E. (Thomas Edward), 1888-1935
Westermann, William Linn, 1873-1954
Yale, William, 1887-1975

Corporate Body
Paris Peace Conference. United States 
Territorial Section (1919-1920. United States 
Territorial Section) -- 1919-1920
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