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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1113

CREATOR: Rettger, Leo F. (Leo Frederick), 1874-1954

TITLE: Leo Frederick Rettger papers

DATES: 1921-1942

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 16.5 linear feet (45 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers contain the professional correspondence of Leo F. Rettger, a 
bacteriologist at Yale University and document the many research interests, 
academic responsibilities, and professional activities of Rettger from 
1921-1942. Research interests in the areas of classification and taxonomy, 
bacterial nutrition and metabolism, intestinal bacteriology, anaerobic 
bacteria, cattle diseases, turkey diseases, and acidophilus milk are detailed. 
Among Rettger's major correspondents are: faculty members at colleges and 
universities across the United States, dairy farms and operations, scientific 
societies and bodies, public health organizations, veterinary oAcials, and 
scholarly journals and publishers.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1113

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1113.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder
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Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Leo Frederick Rettger Papers. Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
Leo F. Rettger was born in Huntington, Indiana on March 17, 1874. He graduated from Indiana University 
(B.A., 1896; M.A., 1897) and Yale University (Ph.D., 1902). Rettger taught at Yale University from 1902-1942, 
and served as chairman of the Department of Bacteriology from 1928-1931 and 1933-1942. He held the title 
of professor emeritus from 1942 until his death in New Haven, Connecticut on January 7, 1954.

Scope and Contents
The Leo F. Rettger Papers contain the professional correspondence of Leo F. Rettger, a bacteriologist at 
Yale University. The Rettger Papers document the many research interests, academic responsibilities and 
professional activities of Rettger from 1921-1942.

The Rettger Papers detail his research interests in the areas of classification and taxonomy, bacterial 
nutrition and metabolism, intestinal bacteriology, anaerobic bacteria cattle diseases, turkey diseases, 
and acidophilus milk. Among Rettger's major correspondents are: faculty members at colleges and 
universities across the United States, dairy farms and operations, scientific societies and bodies, public 
health organizations, veterinary oAcials, and scholarly journals and publishers.

Arrangement
The correspondence is organized in alphabetical order, and chronologically within each letter of the 
alphabet.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 - 16 A 1921-1932 
August 1

b. 2, f. 17 - 26 A 1932 
August-1942 
June

b. 3, f. 27 - 37 B 1921-1928 May

b. 4, f. 38 - 54 B 1928 May-1934 
April

b. 5, f. 55 - 66 B 1934 May-1939 
December

b. 6, f. 67 - 69 B 1940 
January-1942 
June

b. 7, f. 70 - 81 C 1921-1927 
September

b. 8, f. 82 - 92 C 1927 June-1931 
October 1

b. 9, f. 93 - 106 C 1931 
October-1942 
June

b. 10, f. 107 - 121 D 1921-1931 
October 1

b. 11, f. 122 - 137 D 1931 
October-1942 
June

b. 12, f. 138 - 150 E -F 1921-1927 
September

b. 13, f. 151 - 164 E -F 1927 June-1932 
August 1

b. 14, f. 165 - 180 E -F 1932 August 
1-1942 June

b. 15, f. 181 - 196 G 1921-1932 
February 1

b. 16, f. 197 - 210 G 1932 
February-1938 
December

b. 17, f. 211 - 215 G 1939 
January-1942 
June
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Container Description Date

b. 18, f. 216 - 229 H - I - J 1921-1928 May

b. 19, f. 230 - 243 H - I - J 1928 May-1932 
November 16

b. 20, f. 244 - 256 H - I - J 1932 November 
17-1939 June

b. 21, f. 257 - 261 H - I - J 1939 July-1942 
June

b. 22, f. 262 - 275 K -L 1921-1927 
September

b. 23, f. 276 K -L 1927 October

b. 24, f. 277 - 290 K -L 1932 
August-1942 
June

b. 25, f. 291 - 306 M 1921-1929 July 1

b. 26, f. 307 - 323 M 1929 July-1939 
June

b. 27, f. 324 - 327 M 1939 July-1942 
June

b. 28, f. 328 - 344 N -O 1921-1931 June 1

b. 29, f. 345 - 354 N -O 1931 June-1942 
June

b. 30, f. 355 - 371 P -Q 1921-1930 
September 20

b. 31, f. 372 - 386 P -Q 1930 Sp 21-1942 
June

b. 32, f. 387 - 404 R 1921-1935 
February

b. 33, f. 405 - 410 R 1935 
January-1942 
June

b. 34, f. 411 - 426 S 1921-1928 
October

b. 35, f. 427 - 442 S 1928 
November-1933 
June

b. 36, f. 443 - 456 S 1933 June-1939 
December

b. 37, f. 457 - 460 S 1940 
January-1942 
June
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Container Description Date

b. 38, f. 461 - 474 T - U - V 1921-1929 
November 21

b. 39, f. 475 - 490 T - U - V 1929 
November-1942 
June

b. 40, f. 491 - 502 W 1921

b. 41, f. 503 - 518 W 1928 July 2-1934 
August

b. 42, f. 519 - 531 W 1934 
September-1942 
June

b. 43, f. 532 - 548 Y -Z 1921-1932 
February 1

b. 44, f. 549 - 565 Y -Z 1932 
February-1942 
June

b. 45, f. 566 - 568 Miscellaneous undated
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Bacteriology
Science

Occupations
Bacteriologists

Names
Rettger, Leo F. (Leo Frederick), 1874-1954

Corporate Bodies
Yale University. Department of Public Health
Yale University. School of Medicine. Dept. of 
Bacteriology
Yale University -- Faculty
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