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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1730

CREATOR: St. Luke's Hospital Center. St. Luke's Palliative Care Program

TITLE: St. Luke's Hospice/Palliative Care Program records

DATES: 1973-1996

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1 linear foot

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The records include administrative records, writings, an oral history, 
photographs, and memorabilia pertaining to the St. Luke's Hospice/Palliative 
Care Program.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1730

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1730.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Patrice O'Connor, 1997.
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Conditions Governing Access
Original audiovisual materials, as well as preservation and duplicating masters, may not be played. 
Researchers must consult use copies, or if none exist must pay for a use copy, which is retained by the 
repository. Researchers wishing to obtain an additional copy for their personal use should consult 
Copying Services information on the Manuscripts and Archives web site.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright for unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by St. Luke's Hospice/Palliative 
Care Program has been transferred to Yale University. These materials may be used for non-commercial 
purposes without seeking permission from Yale University as the copyright holder. For other uses of 
these materials, please contact beinecke.library@yale.edu.

Copyright status for other collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
St. Luke's Hospice/Palliative Care Program Records (MS 1730). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale 
University Library.

Separated Materials
AC13 Oral history [from interview with Patrice O'Connor and Carleton Sweetser], 2 tapes Audio 
Cassette (D60)

Biographical / Historical
Planning for the St. Luke's Hospice/Palliative Care Program began in 1973 with the formation of the Hospice 
at St. Luke's Committee, chaired by the Reverend Carleton Sweetser. By 1975, the group had raised the 
necessary funds to initiate a pilot project which became St. Luke's Hospice. In 1980, Patrice O'Connor 
was appointed as the first and only hospice team coordinator. The hospice team sought to augment the 
medical care given to terminally ill patients by focusing on pain control and disease symptom management. 
St. Luke's Hospice was the second hospice program in the United States, and the first to be incorporated 
into an existing medical center. The hospice committee and team developed a method of care which 
provided several services for their patients, including in-patient care, home care, clinical consulting, and 
bereavement counseling for families. Their approach came to be known as the "scatterbed method," which 
was modeled by several hospice programs developed throughout the United States. The hospice also 
served as an educational center for the hospice movement, hosting several workshops and conferences on 
hospice issues. In 1986, the hospice changed its name to the St. Luke's Palliative Care Program, to reflect the 
wide variety of services provided and to comply with changing state regulations. The program was forced 
to close in 1990 due to hospital center funding cuts.

Biographical / Historical
Planning for the hospice program at St. Luke's Hospital Center in New York, New York formally began 
in 1973 with the formation of the Hospice at St. Luke's Committee, chaired by the Reverend Carleton 
Sweetser. The goal of the committee was to establish a program for the treatment of the terminally ill 
which augmented the medical care given to these patients in the hospital by focusing on pain control and 
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management of disease symptoms. Using funding provided by outside sources, most notably the United 
Thank OJering of the Women of the Episcopal Church, the committee hired a staJ and began a pilot 
project in 1975 which became St. Luke's Hospice. In 1980, the hospice began to get two-thirds of its funding 
from the budget of St. Luke's Hospital Center. At this time, Patrice O'Connor was appointed as the first 
hospice team coordinator, a position she held until the closing of the program.

St. Luke's Hospice was the second hospice established in the United States and the first to be incorporated 
into an existing medical center. The methods developed by the hospice team were directly influenced and 
inspired by the work of Cicely Saunders and St. Christopher's Hospice in London, England. The approach St. 
Luke's developed provided several services to patients and their families including in-patient care, home 
care, clinic care, and bereavement counseling. This system of providing palliative care in several diJerent 
locations both in and out of the medical center came to be known as the "scatterbed method," and was 
modeled by many hospice programs established throughout the United States.

The St. Luke's Hospice also became well known as an educational center for hospice training. Members 
of the hospice team routinely gave presentations at conferences and published articles in professional 
journals. The hospice also held many workshops, and in 1984 they hosted a series of thirteen half-day 
conferences devoted to hospice care for cancer patients.

In 1986, the name of the hospice was changed to St. Luke's Palliative Care Program to reflect the broad 
range of services provided and to comply with changes in the New York State Department of Health and 
Human Services regulations. Throughout the years, the Hospice/Palliative Care Program received many 
awards, including the Mayor's Volunteer Service Award and the Eleanor Roosevelt Community Service 
Award, both in 1984. The Palliative Care Program closed in 1990 as the result of hospital center funding 
cuts.

Scope and Contents
The records include administrative records, writings, an oral history, photographs, and memorabilia 
pertaining to the St. Luke's Hospice/Palliative Care Program.

Arrangement
Arranged in three series: I. Organizational Records, 1973-1990, II. Writings, 1975-1996, III. Photographs and 
Memorabilia, 1974-1990.
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Collection Contents
Organizational Records, 1973-1996

Arranged in alphabetical order by type of record, Organizational Records includes meeting minutes, 
memoranda, proposals, reports, grant files, brochures and other materials which document the 
administrative functioning of the St. Luke's Hospice/Palliative Care Program. Minutes from the meetings of 
the Hospice at St. Luke's Committee comprise a substantial section of the series.

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 Brochures 1990, undated

b. 1, f. 2 Conference brochures 1983-1986

b. 1, f. 3 Curriculum vitae of hospice team members [Rev. Carleton J. Sweetser, Patrice 
O'Connor, Roberta Paige, Rev. David M. Pyle]

Undated

Grant materials

b. 1, f. 4 Susan Greenwall Foundation 1975

b. 1, f. 5 National Institute of Health [funding not obtained] 1976

b. 1, f. 6 United Thank OJering 1974-1979

b. 1, f. 7 Women's Hospital Division, Ladies Assistant Board 1975

b. 1, f. 8 Hospice Demonstration Program 1979

Hospice at St. Luke's Committee

In 1980, the committee name was changed to Hospice Advisory Committee; in 
1986, it was changed to Palliative Care Advisory Committee.

b. 1, f. 9 Hospice Pilot Project summary 1975

b. 1, f. 10 Memoranda 1973-1974, 1980

b. 1, f. 11-19 Minutes 1973-1990

b. 1, f. 20 Proposals 1974

b. 1, f. 21 Subcommittee on Education 1974

b. 1, f. 22 Subcommittee on Organization and Job Description 1974

b. 1, f. 23 Reports and statistics 1975-1978
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Writings, 1975-1996

Writings contains articles about St. Luke's Hospice/Palliative Care Program, articles by members of the 
hospice team, and a transcript and tapes from an oral history dictated by Patrice O'Connor and Rev. 
Carleton Sweetser. Writings by hospice team members cover many topics relevant to St. Luke's Hospice/
Palliative Care Program and to the hospice movement in general.

 
Container Description Date

Oral history [from interview with Patrice O'Connor and Rev. Carleton Sweetser] 1996

b. 2, f. 2 Transcript 1996

Tapes

Original audiovisual materials, as well as preservation and duplicating 
masters, may not be played. Researchers must consult use copies, or if 
none exist must pay for a use copy, which is retained by the repository. 
Researchers wishing to obtain an additional copy for their personal use 
should consult Copying Services information on the Manuscripts and 
Archives web site.

b. 4 Tape 1 of 2
1 Audiocassette

b. 5 Tape 2 of 2
1 Audiocassette

b. 2, f. 1 Articles 1975-1989

Writings by hospice team members

b. 2, f. 3-4 O'Connor, Patrice 1986-1990, 
undated

b. 2, f. 5 Other team members 1983-1990
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Photographs and Memorabilia, 1974-1990

Photographs and Memorabilia includes materials from anniversaries, award ceremonies, and conferences. 
The series also contains several photographs of hospice team members, volunteers, and patients. 
Individuals included in the photographs include the Reverend Carleton Sweetser, Patrice O'Connor, Roberta 
Paige, Maria Machuca, Judith Gantley, and Dr. Richard Geltman.

 
Container Description Date

Anniversaries

b. 3, f. 1 Fifth [photographs] 1980

b. 3, f. 2 Tenth [photographs] 1985

Fifteenth

b. 3, f. 3 Address by Dr. Tom West 1989

b. 3, f. 4 Invitation and bulletin from "Service of Thanksgiving" 1989

b. 3, f. 5 Photographs 1989

Awards

b. 3, f. 6 Jack C. Massey Foundation Award 1978

b. 3, f. 7 Mayor's Volunteer Service Award 1984

b. 3, f. 8 Eleanor Roosevelt Community Service Award 1984

b. 3, f. 9 Closing of program [invitation to reception] 1990

Conferences

b. 3, f. 10 The Hospice Program: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Terminal Cancer 
Patients and Families

1984

b. 3, f. 11 National Hospice Organization, Washington, DC 1982

b. 3, f. 12 National Hospice Organization, Orlando, Florida 1988

b. 3, f. 13 Doctor's order sheet

This depicts first time hospice mentioned in a hospital record.

1974

Photographs

b. 3, f. 14-15 Hospice patients 1975-1984

b. 3, f. 16 Hospice team 1978, 1980, 1989

b. 3, f. 17 Hospice volunteers 1983, 1989
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Hospice care -- United States
Hospices (Terminal care)
Palliative treatment
Terminal care

Names
O'Connor, Patrice M.
Sweetser, Carleton J.

Corporate Bodies
St. Luke's Hospital Center. St. Luke's Hospice
St. Luke's Hospital Center. St. Luke's Palliative 
Care Program
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