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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1361

CREATOR: Baum, Kenneth Z., 1931-

TITLE: Kenneth Z. Baum papers

DATES: 1946-1977

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.75 linear feet (2 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Reports, minutes of meetings, speeches and congressional publications 
relating to the development of three programs during Baum's service in the 
United States Public Health Service.These were: the Hill-Burton Medical 
Facilities Construction Program (1946) to provide federal support for hospital 
building in state and local communities, legislation (1966) to provide federal 
support for comprehensive health planning and public health services, and a 
Regional Medical Program (1965) to establish a national network of regional 
centers. The National Health Planning and Resources Development Act 
(1947) which consolidatd these programs is documented by records of the 
congressional debates and copies of the legislation. These papers form part 
of the Contemporary Medical Care and Health Policy Collection.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1361

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1361.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of David P. Willis, 1983.

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Kenneth Z. Baum Papers (MS 1361). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Scope and Contents
The Kenneth Baum papers are drawn from the personal files of Kenneth Baum who served in various 
capacities within the U. S. Public Health Service. Baum's association with the Public Health Service began in 
1958 when he served as a management intern with the Hill-Burton Hospital Construction Program. In 1960 
he was promoted to the position of health advisor to the Hill-Burton program and served in that capacity 
until 1966 when he was transferred to the National Institute of Mental Health's Community Mental Health 
Construction Program. From 1970 to 1975 Baum served as assistant to the director of the Regional Medical 
Program.

The bulk of the material, collected by Baum, dates from 1946-1977, and deals with three specific programs 
related to health planning and resources development: the Hill-Burton Medical Facilities Construction 
Program, the Comprehensive Health Planning Program [CHP], and the Regional Medical Program [RMP]. 
Material related to the consolidation of these programs under the 1974 National Health Planning and 
Resources Development Act is also included.

The papers consist primarily of memoranda, minutes of meetings, speeches, and congressional 
publications and are organized according to the program to which they pertain. They are arranged 
chronologically.

The Hill-Button Medical Facilities Construction program, enacted by Congress in. 1946, was the first 
systematic, nationwide hospital construction program granting federal assistance to states and local 
communities. It authorized grants to survey state needs and to develop plans for the construction of public 
health centers, and to assist in constructing and equipping such facilities. In 1964, Hill-Burton was modified 
by the addition of legislative authority for the funding of regional, of areawide, voluntary health facilities 
planning agencies. The Hill-Burton material includes papers related to legislative history, the Statistical 
Subcommittee (a Unit of the Surgeon Generals' Ad Hoc Committee to review Hill-Burton regulations), and 
areawide planning.

The Comprehensive Health Planning and Public Services Amendments of 1966 authorized a program 
of federal support for comprehensive health planning and public health services. They followed the 
enactment 1964 of legislative authority for areawide health facilities planning councils. The original act 
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authorized grants both to states for the support of state comprehensive health planning programs and to 
public and non-profit organizations to assist in paying the costs of operating areawide CHP agencies and 
to develop improved comprehensive health planning through training, studies, and demonstrations. The 
documents related to CHP show the development of the original CHP regulations. They include task force 
papers, congressional reports, and other items related to the implementation of CHP.

The Regional Medical Program was created in 1965 to establish a national network of regional centers, local 
diagnostic and treatment stations, and medical complexes. Its initial concept was to provide a vehicle by 
which scientific knowledge about the diagnosis and treatment of heart disease, cancer, stroke, and related 
diseases would be transferred to providers of health services in order to improve the quality of care. In 1970 
additional legislation authorized RMP to stress improvement in access to care with special emphasis on 
under-served innercity, and rural areas. The papers relate to RMP general policies and reflect the nature of 
the reorganization and changes which took place in the Regional Medical Program during its twelve year 
existence.

In 1974 Congress passed the Health Planning and Resources Development Act, which consolidated the 
existing Hill-Burton, CMP, and RMP programs and created a single new program for state and areawide 
health planning. The Baum papers include copies of congressional debates and reports concerning this act, 
which culminated thirty years of health planning.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

Hill-Burton Medical Facilities Construction Program

b. 1, f. 1-2 Legislative history 1946-1959

b. 1, f. 3 Speeches 1952-1954

b. 1, f. 4 National Hill-Burton data 1959

b. 1, f. 5-7 Statistical subcommittee 1962-1964

b. 1, f. 8-10 Areawide planning 1964-1966

Comprehensive Health Planning

b. 1, f. 11 Position paper regarding administration of project grants for areawide 
health planning

undated

b. 1, f. 12 "Planning for Health in Peru", American Journal of Public Health
English

1966 August

b. 1, f. 13 Legislation 1966 March-
October

b. 1, f. 14 Memorandum: "Implementing Section 314 of the Public Health Service Act" 1966 November

b. 1, f. 15 Letter: Theodore F. Kaap Jr. to Kenneth Baum 1966 November

b. 1, f. 16 Task force on implementation of CHP 1966 November

b. 2, f. 17-18 Task force on implementation of CHP 1966 November

b. 2, f. 19 Statement of Donald J. Caseley on behalf of the American Hospital 
Association

1967 May

b. 2, f. 20 Information and policies on Comprehensive Areawide Health Planning 
projects

1967 June

b. 2, f. 21 Miscellaneous undated

Regional Medical Program

b. 2, f. 22 Guidelines 1968

b. 2, f. 22 Bulletin: News, Information, Data
English

1970 October-
November

b. 2, f. 23-26 National Advisory Council Meeting: minutes 1971-1974

b. 2, f. 27 Guidelines and instructions for RMP applications 1975 April-
September

b. 2, f. 27 Memorandum: "Development of policy for the payment of severance pay to 
employees upon termination of RMP grant support"

1975 April 21

b. 2, f. 28 Smith Report: "Review of programs and organizations of the Health Services 
and Mental Health Administration"

1973 February
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 29 Organizational history of HSMHA 1973 December

b. 2, f. 29 List of RMP directors, HSMHA administrators and DHEW assistant 
secretaries for health

1976 September

b. 2, f. 30 Address by Kenneth Baum to the last meeting of the National Association of 
Regional Medical Programs

1977 September

National Health Planning and Resources Development Act

b. 2, f. 31 Legislation and congressional debates 1974-1975
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Federal aid to hospitals
Health facilities -- Law and legislation
Hospitals -- Law and legislation
Medical care
Public health

Occupations
Health-oNcers

Preferred Titles
Contemporary Medical Care and Health Policy 
Collection

Names
Baum, Kenneth Z., 1931-

Corporate Body
United States. Public Health Service
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