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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1487

CREATOR: Sherer, Albert William, 1916-1986

TITLE: Albert William Sherer, Jr. papers

DATES: 1947-1988

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 7 linear feet (7 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers consist of correspondence, background files, notebooks, 
photographs, and audio tapes, which document Albert William Sherer's 
career in the Foreign Service. The papers include the notebooks Sherer kept 
as ambassador to the Republic of Guinea and numerous files concerning the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Helsinki Accords.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1487

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1487.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Carroll R. Sherer, 1988.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright for unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by Albert William Sherer, Jr. has 
been transferred to Yale University. These materials may be used for non-commercial purposes without 
seeking permission from Yale University as the copyright holder. For other uses of these materials, 
please contact beinecke.library@yale.edu.

Copyright status for other collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Albert William Sherer, Jr. Papers (MS 1487). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
Albert William Sherer was born on January 16, 1916, in Wheaton, Illinois. He graduated from Yale University 
in 1938 and from Harvard Law School in 1941. Sherer joined the Foreign Service in 1946 and served in various 
assignments in Morocco, Hungary, Poland, Togo, Guinea, and Czechoslovakia. In 1974 Sherer headed the 
United States delegation to the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and drafted the human 
rights provisions which were ratified as part of the Helsinki Accords in 1975. Sherer died in Chicago, Illinois, 
on December 27, 1986.

Scope and Contents
The papers consist of correspondence, background files, notebooks, photographs, and audio tapes, which 
document Albert William Sherer's career in the Foreign Service. The papers include the notebooks Sherer 
kept as ambassador to the Republic of Guinea and numerous files concerning the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe and the Helsinki Accords.

Arrangement
Materials are arranged chronologically according to Sherer's appointments or positions.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

Budapest - second secretary and consul (1949 May-1951 Jul)

b. 1 Materials concerning Groesz trial

b. 1 Printed material concerning Hungarian political trials

b. 1 Printed material concerning Soviet takeover of Eastern Europe 1954-1956

Prague - chief of combined Political/Economic Section (1955 Jan-1957 Jun)

b. 1 Materials, including Sherer's handbook, Moscow's European Satellites 1956

b. 2 Printed materials on communism in Eastern Europe 1947-1956

Department of State - Bureau of Eastern European AHairs, Polish Desk (1957 
Sep-1960 Jul)

b. 2 Materials concerning visit of Richard Nixon 1959

Center for International AHairs, Harvard University fellow (1960 Sep-1961 Jul)

b. 2 Sherer's paper

Republic of Togo - ambassador (1967 Sep-1970 Jan); ambassador to Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea (1968 Oct-1970 Jan)

b. 2 Personal files, photographs, clippings, correspondence

Republic of Guinea - ambassador (1970 Mar-1972 Jan)

b. 3 Briefing books, background material, notebooks, personal files

b. 4 Printed matter (including autographed volume by Sékou Touré and issues of
Jeune Afrique), audio tapes

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic - ambassador (1972 Feb-1975 Jul)

b. 4 Personal files, background files, correspondence

Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE, later known as Helsinki 
Accords) - chief of U. S. delegation (1974 Feb-1975 Jul)

b. 4 Log, background material

b. 5 Press files, background files

United Nations - deputy U.S. representative to the Security Council (1975 
Aug-1977 Apr)

b. 5 Log, correspondence, photographs, file on murder of Francis Meloy 
(ambassador to Lebanon)

U.S. delegation returning the Crown of St. Stephen to Budapest (1977 Jan)

b. 5 Briefing book, press kit
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Container Description Date

CSCE first follow-up, Belgrade - chief of U.S. delegation to the Preparatory 
Conference (1977 Jun-Aug) and deputy chief of U.S. delegation to the follow-up 
(1977 Oct-1978 Mar)

b. 5 Preparatory, background files, instructions, letters, proposals

b. 6 Log, basic documents, press reports, congressional testimony

Seven Springs Center (Yale University) - diplomat in residence (1978-1979)

b. 7 Correspondence

Retired from Foreign Service (1978-1979)

b. 7 Subject files: arms control; detente; Foreign Policy Magazine; Poland; Post 
Helsinki (CSCE) and Madrid; Soviet talk; U.S. policy on human rights

1980-1988

b. 7 Miscellaneous printed matter
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Diplomacy
Human rights

Geographic Names
Czechoslovakia
Guinea
Hungary
Poland
Togo
United States -- Foreign relations -- 
Czechoslovakia
United States -- Foreign relations -- Guinea
United States -- Foreign relations -- Hungary
United States -- Foreign relations -- Poland
United States -- Foreign relations -- Togo

Occupations
Ambassadors

Names
Sherer, Albert William, 1916-1986

Corporate Bodies
Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe
United States. Foreign Service
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