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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1468

CREATOR: Blank, Stephen

TITLE: Stephen Blank papers

DATES: 1916-1976

BULK DATES: 1942–1970

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1.25 linear feet (3 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers consist of minutes, reports, clippings, and research notes 
compiled by Stephen Blank in his study of the Federation of British Industries 
and other organizations of British employers.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1468

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1468.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Stephen Blank, 1987 and 2008.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Stephen Blank Papers (MS 1468). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
Stephen Blank (born 1939) earned a BA degree, Dartmouth College, 1961, Certificate in Historical Studies, 
Cambridge University, 1963, and MA and Ph.D. degrees, Harvard University, 1966 and 1968. He joined 
the faculty of Pace University in 1981, was named Professor of International Business and Management 
at Pace's Lubin School of Business (1985), and served as Director of the Lubin Center for International 
Business Development, from 1998 to 2004. Blank is the author of Industry and Government in Britain: The 
Federation of British Industries in Politics, 1945-1965.

Scope and Contents
The Stephen Blank Papers consist of minutes, reports, clippings, and research notes compiled by Blank 
in his study of the Federation of British Industry (FBI) and other organizations of British employers. The 
papers document the history of the FBI and the merger of the FBI, the National Association of British 
Manufacturers, and the British Employers Confederation to form the Confederation of British Industry in 
1965. There are also papers on the National Economic Development Council.

Blank donated his papers to the Yale University Library, along with an extensive collection of printed books 
and pamphlets for the general collection, in 1987. The papers are aranged in four sections: Federation of 
British Industries; Confederation of British Industry; National Economic Development Council; and Reprints 
and notes relating to Blank's research on British industry during World War II.

The bulk of the material is in the Federation of British Industries section, which includes documents such as 
minutes, committee reports, and memoranda of the federation collected by Blank, as well as his extensive 
handwritten research notes. Blank's notes are scattered throughout the files as well as in folder 18. Files on 
the Economic Policy Committee of the FBI include a transcript of the 1956 weekend conference leading to 
a statement of economic problems facing Britain and proposed policies for their solution. Material in the 
Committee on Economic Programmes and Targets file concerns the Beaver Committee and its role in the 
formation of the National Economic Development Council.

The Confederation of British Industry section is composed of the minutes of the confederation from 
its beginning in 1965 until 1970, memoranda by the director-general, newsletters, and reports. The 
National Economic Development Council section includes background material and Blank's notes on the 
organization as well as copies of statements by two of the council's directors.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

Federation of British Industries

b. 1, f. 1-7 General 1916-1965

b. 1, f. 8 Committee on Economic Programmes and Targets 1961

b. 1, f. 9 Development Councils 1945-1951

b. 1, f. 10 - 12 Economic Policy Committee 1948-1960

b. 1, f. 13 European free trade area 1956-1961

b. 1, f. 14 Home Economic Policy Committee

See also: Folders 10 - 12

1947-1953, 
undated

b. 2, f. 15 Merger to form Confederation of British Industries 1943-1963

b. 2, f. 16 National income policy 1963-1964

b. 2, f. 17 Structure and operation 1946-1964

b. 2, f. 18 Notes, miscellaneous 1947-1962

Confederation of British Industry

b. 2, f. 19 - 20 Memoranda by the director-general, newsletters, reports 1965-1970

b. 2, f. 21 - 27 Minutes 1965-1970

National Economic Development Council

b. 2, f. 28 General 1961-1968

b. 2, f. 29 Fraser, T.C. 1963, 1966

b. 2, f. 30 Shone, Sir Robert 1963-1966, 
undated

b. 3, f. 1-3 Reprints and notes relating to Blank's research on British industry during World 
War II

1940s-1999

b. 3, f. 1 Government-business relations in Britain 1940s-1970s

Articles 1943-1973, 19999

b. 3, f. 2 British policy-making and administration 1943-1973, 1999

b. 3, f. 3 British wages/incomes policy 1955-1966
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Employers' associations -- Great Britain

Geographic Names
Great Britain -- Economic policy
Great Britain -- Industries

Names
Blank, Stephen

Corporate Bodies
Confederation of British Industry
Federation of British Industries
National Economic Development Council
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