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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1159

CREATOR: Rockwood, Charles Parkman, 1916-1970

TITLE: Charles Parkman Rockwood papers

DATES: 1939-1945

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.5 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Correspondence, clippings, photographs, and memorabilia document Charles 
P. Rockwood's service as a teacher for Yale-in-China at Yuanling, Hunan 
Province as well as life in wartime China, his struggle with poliomyelitis in 
1940, and his service with the U.S. O<ce of War Information in rural areas of 
India, Burma, and China, 1944-1945. A diary for the summer of 1939 describes 
a tour of the Yale Glee Club in Europe.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1159

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1159.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.
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Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Charles Parkman Rockwood Papers. Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Related Materials
No Subnote Content

Biographical / Historical
CHARLES P. ROCKWOOD

Member of executive staF, Haskins & Sells, public accounting, 2 Broadway, New York 4, N.Y.; res., 214 Old 
Army Rd., Scarsdale, N.Y., m. Lois K. Adams, 2/2/46; children: Peter B., b. 8/15/47; Anthony A., b. 12/29/48, 
John A., b. 6/1/50; Jane P., b. 7/27/54; Elizabeth W., b. 2/6/57.

Charley was an instructor at Yale-in-China the first year after graduation and thinks he would "be involved 
in Asia still if China had not gone the way she did." Instead he spent the war years as air navigator for 
United Air Lines under contract with the Air Transport Command (1942-43) and with O<ce of War 
Information psychological warfare teams in India, Burma and China (1943-45). For a year after the war 
he was export-import representative of the Wah Chang Trading Corporation, then became executive 
secretary of the American Institute of Pacific Relations, Pacific Northwest Division. In 1950 he received 
an M.A. in economics and international studies (Asia) from the University of Washington. Charley then 
became staF associate of the Twentieth Century Fund until 1955 when he became public relations director 
of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. He took his present position in 1963. Rockwood 
was a member of the Public Relations Society of America, the Explorers Club, Yale-in-China Assoc. (vice-
president), Asia Society-Burma Council, Scarsdale Fair Housing Committee, Yale Club of New York City 
and Fox Meadow Tennis Club. He is the author of "The Changing Image of a Profession", Journal of 
Accountancy, Oct. 1960.

Wife, Lois, was in the Class of 1948 at Cornell. Their three boys are in the classes of 1966, 1967 and 1968 at 
Hackley School and he is a trustee of the Hackley School Fathers Assoc. "Traveling en famille is planned 
for the future. Meanwhile, much of our time and aFection goes into the family camp at Tupper Lake in the 
Adirondacks."

(Taken from Twenty-Five Years Out, published by the Class of Nineteen Thirty-Nine, Yale University. June, 
1964).

Scope and Contents
The Charles P. Rockwood Papers consist of one box of correspondence, clippings, photographs, 
memorabilia, and a 23 page diary Rockwood wrote as historian of the Yale Glee Club's 1939 summer tour of 
Europe.

Correspondence is arranged chronologically, and is composed mainly of letters written by Rockwood 
to his parents and sister. From 1939-1940 Rockwood served as a teacher for Yale-in-China at Yuanling, 
Hunan Province. His letters describe activities of the Yali Middle School and life in wartime China. Almost 
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all of them are in the form of typed copies intended for circulation to friends. In June, 1940, Rockwood 
contracted poliomyelitis and in November he returned to the United States. The correspondence of this 
period, largely telegrams and letters of others, concerns the diagnosis and treatment of his illness, as does 
a 9 page memorandum written by Rockwood for his doctor in 1941.

After his recovery Rockwood served as a navigator for United Air Lines, but there is no correspondence 
about this period. In 1943 he joined the U.S. O<ce of War Information and began distributing leaflets, seed 
packets, and supplies in rural areas of India, Burma, and China. The papers contain his letters home between 
1944-1945. They are necessarily vague about their place of origin due to wartime restrictions and generally 
describe daily routine.

For additional correspondence of and about Charles P. Rockwood, 1939-1971, see YRG37-A, Records of the 
Yale-China Association, Series III.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 - 15 Correspondence 1939 
October-1945

b. 1, f. 16 Yale Glee Club European tour: diary and memorabilia 1939

b. 1, f. 17 Photographs 1944-1945

b. 1, f. 18 Clippings 1940, 1944-1945

b. 1, f. 19 Memorabilia, miscellaneous 1939, undated
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Educators
World War, 1939-1945

Geographic Names
China -- History -- 1937-1945

Names
Rockwood, Charles Parkman, 1916-1970

Corporate Bodies
Poliomyelitis
United States. O<ce of War Information
Yale-China Association
Yale College (1887- ). Class of 1939
Yale University. Yale Glee Club
Yale University -- O<cals and employees
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