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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Yale Divinity Library
409 Prospect Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 432-5301
divinity.library@yale.edu
http://web.library.yale.edu/divinity/special-collections

CALL NUMBER: RG 337

CREATOR: Rawlinson, Frank Joseph, 1871-1937

TITLE: Rawlinson family papers

DATES: 1902–1972

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 2.7 linear feet (7 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Correspondence, writings, and biographical material document the life and 
work of missionaries Frank J. Rawlinson and his wife Florence Lang Rawlinson. 
The Rawlinsons were based in Shanghai where Frank was editor of the
Chinese Recorder from 1913 to 1937 and Florence was involved in distribution 
of handwork created by Chinese women in association with missions in 
China.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.337

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use on site, please use the request links in the HTML version of 
this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.337.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:
b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of the Rawlinson family.

Conditions Governing Access
The material is open for research.

Page 3 of 10

http://web.library.yale.edu/divinity/special-collections
https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.337
https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.337
https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.337


Rawlinson family papers
RG 337

Biographical / Historical
Frank Joseph Rawlinson was born in England in 1871 and came to the U.S. with his family in 1889. He 
graduated from Bucknell University in 1899 and married Carrie Mae Dietz, whom he had met at the 
Southern Baptist church he attended. Rawlinson, with his wife and first son, arrived in China in 1902 and 
initially served the Central China Mission of the Southern Baptist Convention. After serving as assistant 
editor for two years, Rawlinson was appointed editor in chief of the Chinese Recorder in 1913 and held that 
post until his death in 1937. While the family was on furlough in the U.S. in 1917, Carrie Mae Dietz died of a 
sudden illness, leaving Rawlinson with six children. In July 1917 Rawlinson married Florence Lang whom he 
had met on the ship to the U.S. as he was returning from China and Florence returning on furlough from her 
work with the YWCA in India.

After Frank received an M.A. from Teachers College, Columbia University, the Rawlinsons returned to 
China and Frank lectured at the Nanking University School for Missionaries and at the North China Union 
Language School in Beijing. As he read more widely in the Chinese classics and Buddhist texts, Rawlinson 
became opposed to missionary dogmatism and was a leader in the more liberal approach to appreciation 
of Chinese thought and culture. Under Rawlinson, the Chinese Recorder became a forum for debate on 
theological questions and the political claims of Chinese nationalism. In 1921 Rawlinson was dismissed 
by the Southern Baptist Mission Board because of his liberal views and interdenominational work, but he 
was quickly accepted as a missionary of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and 
continued his work, including as organizer of the National Christian Conference held in Shanghai in 1922.

While on furlough in the U.S. 1925-1926, Rawlinson studied and lectured as a McFadden Mission Fellow 
at Union Theological Seminary in New York. Returning to China where Chinese politics had become 
increasingly nationalistic and anti-Christian, Rawlinson published Chinese Ideas of the Supreme Being
(1926) and Naturalization of Christianity in China (1927), which sought to separate Christianity from 
imperialist domination or capitalist exploitation.

Rawlinson died on August 14, 1937 when a Chinese fighter plane that had been damaged by Japanese anti-
aircraft fire accidently dropped a bomb on Shanghai, killing more than 1,500 people. At the time of his 
death Life magazine included photos of Rawlinson and his wife and called him "one of the most influential 
white men in China," commenting that Rawlinson "felt China could take Christianity without ceasing to be 
Chinese." Rawlinson's ashes were buried in the Pahsienjao Cemetery in Old Shanghai.

Florence Bodley Lang was born in 1883 in Toledo, Ohio. She went to Mumbai, India in 1915 where she served 
in administrative positions for the YWCA. Having met the Rawlinson family on the boat returning to the 
U.S. for furlough in 1916, Florence renewed her friendship with Frank Rawlinson when they were both 
in New York and they were married following the death of Frank's first wife in 1917. Florence became 
stepmother to Frank's six children and had three children of her own with him: Ruth, Jean, and John. In 
addition to overseeing the family household in Shanghai, Florence served as manager of the Industrial 
Mission Center, a store for distributing Chinese goods and for Anking Cross Stitch, which distributed cross 
stitch and handiwork done by women employed at various missions across China.

After her husband's death in 1937 Florence returned to the United States and lived primarily in Hartford, 
Connecticut where she died in 1961.

Scope and Contents
Extensive substantial correspondence from Frank and Florence Rawlinson to family members in Series 
I provides insight into their life and work as influential missionaries in China. Frank's letters to his 
wife Florence during periods when they were separated and his letters to his children provide good 
documentation of his activities, concerns, and personality. Letters of Florence to her parents dating from 
1915 to 1934 document her activities and relationships first in Mumbai, India where she was doing YWCA 
work and later from Shanghai where she oversaw the Rawlinson household and children as well as working 
as manager of a store that gathered, sold, and distributed Chinese handiwork in support of mission work 
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with Chinese women. Letters from Florence to her stepchildren and children are detailed and informative 
about her activities and the daily concerns of the Rawlinson family.

In Series II, poems by Frank Rawlinson reveal his creative, insightful character while a selection of more 
scholarly works gives a glimpse of his work to understand the intersection between the Christian faith 
and Chinese culture. Rawlinson's writings and editorial work for the The Chinese Recorder sought to set 
a path for a non-imperialist introduction of Christianity to China. In the Preface to John Lang Rawlinson's 
biography of his father, historian John King Fairbank wrote that "Frank Rawlinson as editor of The Chinese 
Recorder had pursued a long struggle to lead Christianity in China into the modern day of nationalism and 
equal rights." A full bibliography of Rawlinson's writings is available in the biography written by his son.

The extensive typescript biography of Rawlinson by John Lang Rawlinson in Series III was published in 1990 
as Rawlinson, the Recorder and China's Revolution : a topical biography of Frank Joseph Rawlinson, 1871-1937
by Cross Cultural Publications, Inc., Notre Dame, Indiana.

Arrangement
The collection is organized into three series: I. Correspondence; II. Writings; III Biographical material
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Collection Contents
Series I: Correspondence

 
Container Description Date

Frank J. Rawlinson

Letters to his wife, Florence Lang Rawlinson

b. 1, f. 1 From New Jersey, Shanghai, Nanking [Nanjing] 1917–1919

b. 1, f. 2 From Nanking [Nanjing], Tientsin [Tianjin], Peking [Beijing] 1920

b. 1, f. 3 From Nanking [Nanjing], Peking [Beijing], Shanghai 1921

b. 1, f. 4 From Tientsin [Tianjin] and from World's Student Christian Federation 
Conference in Peking [Beijing]

1922

b. 1, f. 5 From Tientsin [Tianjin], Chefoo [Yantai], Peking [Beijing] 1923

b. 1, f. 6 From Nanking [Nanjing], Peking {Beijing], Union Theological Seminary 
in New York
Includes tentative outline of Rawlinson's work "The Naturalization of 
Christian in China."

1924

b. 1, f. 7 Including from Shantung [Shandong] 1926–1927

b. 1, f. 8 From trip to the U.S., enroute back to China, and Shanghai 1932 December - 
1933 April

b. 1, f. 9-10 Including from meetings of the National Christian Council 1933 May - 
August

b. 1, f. 11 From the U.S. and enroute 1936

Letters to his children

b. 1, f. 12-15 Primarily to daughter Marjorie 1917–1925

b. 1, f. 16-21 Circular letters and to individual children and their spouses 1926–1937

b. 1, f. 22 From son Delmar 1919

Non-family correspondence

b. 1, f. 23 Letter from Guy C. Stockton 1923

b. 1, f. 24 Circular letter regarding political unrest in Shanghai 1927

Correspondence from Southern Baptist Convention Foreign Mission Board

b. 7, f. 1 One reel of microfilm labeled "Correspondence 1902-1924" from 
Southern Baptist "Deceased or Resigned Missionary File"

1902–1924

Florence Lang Rawlinson

Letters to her parents
The letters are primarily addressed to her mother.
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 1-2 From Bombay [Mumbai], oces of the National Young Women's 
Christian Association of India, Burma, and Ceylon

1915

b. 2, f. 3 From Bombay [Mumbai] and enroute to the U.S. for furlough 1916 January-
February

b. 2, f. 4 From New York, including regarding beginning of friendship with Frank 
Rawlinson

1916 November - 
1917 May

b. 2, f. 5-8 Enroute to China and from Shanghai 1917 August - 
1922

b. 2, f. 9 Enroute to China following furlough 1925 August

b. 2, f. 10-12 From Shanghai 1926–1927

b. 2, f. 13-17 From Shanghai 1928–1930

b. 2, f. 18 From Shanghai 1932, 1934

Letters to and from children

b. 3, f. 1-4 To Marjorie from Shanghai 1921–1923

b. 3, f. 5-9 To Marjorie primarily from Shanghai and enroute to and from U.S., 1924–1929

b. 3, f. 10-12 To Marjorie from Shanghai 1932–1937

b. 3, f. 13 To Alfred and his wife Mary from Indiana, Shanghai, and Hartford, 
Connecticut

1932–1952

b. 3, f. 14 To Ruth 1932

b. 3, f. 15-17 From Ruth to mother Florence and other family members 1927, 1936-1940

b. 3, f. 18 From other children and grandchildren 1917–1932

Other correspondence

b. 4, f. 1 Florence to Miss M.E. Paddock / friend 1910–1927

b. 4, f. 2 Florence to extended family 1917–1931

b. 4, f. 3 To / from Florence's mother, including one from Frank Rawlinson 1927, 1940, 
undated

b. 4, f. 4 To Florence from Mary Gamewell, Brewer Eddy 1935, undated

b. 4, f. 5 To "Friends" from Bert Szechuen [Sichuan] 1938

Florence Lang Rawlinson > Letters to her parents (continued)  
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Series II: Writings

 
Container Description Date

By Frank Rawlinson

b. 4, f. 6 Poems
Includes booklet of poems selected by John and Jane Rawlinson and sent to 
the Rawlinson family for Christmas 1948.

1925-1930, 
undated

b. 4, f. 7 Articles and booklet
"The Struggle Over the Religious Liberty of the Chinese Child" (The Chinese 
Recorder), April 1931; "China Opens the Door (The Christian Century (August 
1937); "Progressive Ideals of Christian Work in China", booklet of essays 
edited by Rawlinson (undated)

1931, undated

b. 4, f. 8 Letter to the editor of the North China Daily News: "Prevent Cruelty to Men" undated

By Ruth Rawlinson Bergengren

b. 4, f. 9 Untitled talk regarding missions 1963
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Series III: Biographical material

 
Container Description Date

b. 4, f. 10 Genealogical material of Lang family and Rawlinson coat of arms undated

b. 7, f. 2 Family tree, descendants of Job Conger and Mary Carrington undated

b. 7, f. 3 Tributes and documentation related to death of Frank Rawlinson
Includes August 30, 1937 issue of Life magazine with photos of Rawlinsons and 
notice of his death.

1937, 1940

b. 4, f. 10 "Frank Joseph Rawlinson - a Bio-Bibliography" by Helen Ann Rawlinson
Helen Rawlinson was the granddaughter of Frank Rawlinson.

1972

b. 4, f. 11-13 Typescript manuscript of work by John Rawlinson published as Rawlinson, the 
Recorder and China's revolution : a topical biography of Frank Joseph Rawlinson, 
1871-1937 pages 1-492

1983

b. 5, f. 1-4 Typescript manuscript of work by John Rawlinson published as Rawlinson, the 
Recorder and China's revolution : a topical biography of Frank Joseph Rawlinson, 
1871-1937 pages 493-1040

1983

b. 5, f. 5 Typescript manuscript of work by John Rawlinson published as Rawlinson, the 
Recorder and China's revolution : a topical biography of Frank Joseph Rawlinson, 
1871-1937 Footnotes to chapters I - X

1983

b. 6, f. 1-2 Typescript manuscript of work by John Rawlinson published as Rawlinson, the 
Recorder and China's revolution : a topical biography of Frank Joseph Rawlinson, 
1871-1937 Footnotes to chapters XI-XXVII

1983

b. 6, f. 3 Typescript manuscript of work by John Rawlinson published as Rawlinson, the 
Recorder and China's revolution : a topical biography of Frank Joseph Rawlinson, 
1871-1937 - Bibliography of works by Frank Rawlinson

1983

b. 6, f. 4 Photograph of Rawlinson home at 178 N. Szechuen Road, Shanghai undated
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Mission -- China

Geographic Names
China -- Church history -- 20th Century -- 
Periodicals

Names
Rawlinson, Florence Bodley Lang (1883-1961)
Rawlinson, Frank Joseph, 1871-1937

Contributors
Rawlinson, Frank Joseph, 1871-1937
Rawlinson, Florence Bodley Lang (1883-1961)
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