
Yale University Library
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Guide to the Andrew J. Russell 
Photographs Taken During Construction 

of the Union Pacific Railroad

ZZc10 864un

Mary A. Caldera

2025 April

P. O. Box 208330
New Haven, CT 06520-8330

(203) 432-2977
beinecke.library@yale.edu

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

Last exported at 10:27 p.m. on Friday, June 27th, 2025

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/


Andrew J. Russell photographs taken during construction of the Union Pacific Railroad
ZZc10 864un

Table of Contents

Collection Overview ....................................................................................................................................................... 3
Requesting Instructions .................................................................................................................................................  3
Administrative Information ............................................................................................................................................ 3
Immediate Source of Acquisition ................................................................................................................................ 3
Conditions Governing Access .....................................................................................................................................  4
Conditions Governing Use .........................................................................................................................................  4
Preferred Citation ....................................................................................................................................................... 4
Processing Information ..............................................................................................................................................  4

Biographical / Historical ................................................................................................................................................  4
Scope and Contents .......................................................................................................................................................  4
Collection Contents .......................................................................................................................................................  5
Selected Search Terms .................................................................................................................................................  16



Andrew J. Russell photographs taken during construction of the Union Pacific Railroad
ZZc10 864un

Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
P. O. Box 208330
New Haven, CT 06520-8330
(203) 432-2977
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

CALL NUMBER: ZZc10 864un

CREATOR: Russell, Andrew J., 1829-1902

TITLE: Andrew J. Russell photographs taken during construction of the Union Pacific 
Railroad

DATES: 1864–1869

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 5 linear feet (4 portfolios, 203 photographic prints)

LANGUAGE: English (Latin script)

SUMMARY: Consists of 203 black and white photgraphic prints depicting the 
construction of the Union Pacific Railroad in Wyoming and Utah. The 
photographs were commissioned by the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
and taken by Andrew J. Russell between 1864 and 1869. Includes images of 
laborers, military personnel, housing, living and work conditions, as well as 
Shoshone men, including Chief Pocatello, Morman families, and Salt Lake City.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/beinecke.russellunionpacificrailroad

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Beinecke Library reading room, please use the 
request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
beinecke.russellunionpacificrailroad.

To order reproductions from this collection, please send an email with the call number, box number(s), and 
folder number(s) to beinecke.images@yale.edu.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Purchased[?] before 1996.
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Andrew J. Russell photographs taken during construction of the Union Pacific Railroad
ZZc10 864un

Conditions Governing Access
This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by Andrew J. Russell are in the public domain. 
There are no restrictions on the use of these materials. Copyright status for other collection materials 
is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) 
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not 
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners. 
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Andrew J. Russell Photographs Taken During Construction of the Union Pacific Railroad. Yale Collection 
of Western Americana, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.

Processing Information
The image titles were transcribed from the captions on the back of the photographs.

These materials have been arranged and described according to national and local standards. For more 
information, please refer to the Yale Archival Processing Manual.

Biographical / Historical
Andrew J. Russell (1829-1902) was an American photographer, known for his photgraphs of the American 
Civil War and as oGcial photographer of the Union Pacific Railway in Wyoming and Utah. He published the 
Union Pacific photographs in several publications including the Union Pacific Railroad Views.

Scope and Contents
Consists of 203 black and white photgraphic prints depicting the construction of the Union Pacific Railroad 
in Wyoming and Utah. The photographs were commissioned by the Union Pacific Railroad Company and 
taken by Andrew J. Russell between 1864 and 1869. Includes images of laborers, military personnel, housing, 
living and work conditions, as well as Shoshone men, including Chief Pocatello, Morman families, and Salt 
Lake City.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

Volume 1

b. 1 Round House and Shops, Laramie
1

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Echo City from South
2

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Side cut west of Green River
3

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Church Buttes in Summer
4

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Cut No. 3 west of Dale Creek
5

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Salt Lake Valley from Wasatch Mountains
6

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Steam Shovel at work, Echo Canon
7

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Supply train
8

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Machine Shops at Laramie
9

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Gen. Grant and Party at Fort Sanders
10

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Sentinel Rock, Echo City
11

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Moore's Lake Uintah Mountains
12

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Cut No. 3 west of Dale Creek
13

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Commissioners at Echo City
14

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Corinne
15

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Construction train, Bear River
16

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Corinne, Salt Lake Valley, Wasatch Mountains in distance
17

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Wilhelmina Pass from below Bridge 28, Weber Canon
18

circa 1864-1869
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Container Description Date

b. 1 Echo from North
19

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Rocky Mountain Glee Club
20

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Looking down Echo Canon from death's rock
21

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Birds Eye view of Cottonwood Canon Utah
22

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Weber valley near Coalville
23

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Valley of Little Laramie from Mountains
24

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 OGcers at Fort Bridger
25

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Grain stacks, Laramie
26

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Fort Bridger
27

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Old Grist Mill, Parley's Park
28

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 OGcers at Fort Bridger
29

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Party at Echo
30

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 High Rocks, Echo City
31

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Cut No. 6 west of Dale Canon
32

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Coal Beds of Bear River
33

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Bishop Snyder's Residence, Parley's Park
34

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Gen Grant and party at Fort Sanders
35

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 North Platte Bridge by moon light
36

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 North Platte Bridge
37

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Timber of Laramie Mountains
38

circa 1864-1869
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Container Description Date

b. 1 Carmichaels Cut, Burning Rocks
39

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Bitter Creek Valley
40

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Moore's Lake, head of Bear River, Uintah Mountains
41

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 View from Slate Rock
42

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Weber valley from Wilhelmina Pass
43

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Dining Room at Hotel Laramie
44

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Bromleys House, Echo
45

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Birds Eye view of Weber Canon
46

circa 1864-1869

b. 1 Dan Casement and Clerks
47

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 D.T. Casement and Friends, Echo
48

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Townsend House, Salt Lake City
49

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Omaha, Nebraska
50

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Hotel Laramie
51

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Bitter Creek Valley
52

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 East Temple Street, Salt Lake City
52

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Excursion Train
54

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Machine Shops at Laramie
55

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Hall's fill above Granite Canon
56

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Rail Road Ware house, Echo City
57

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Engineer's oGce, Echo City
58

circa 1864-1869
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Container Description Date

b. 2 Testing Devil's Gate Bridge
59

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Pony engine
60

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Trestle at Promontory
61

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 View near Point of Rocks
62

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Wind mill at Laramie
63

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Rawlings Hotel
64

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Weber at Echo City
65

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Embankment East of Granite Canon
66

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Bridge 32, Looking down Weber Canon
67

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Cashiers OGce, Echo City
68

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Snow and Timbers, Uintah Mountains
69

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Coalville
70

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Rock Great Eastern, Echo Canon
71

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Grand Lodge of Oddfellows holding service in Echo Canon
72

1869 September 
12

b. 2 Carmichaels Cut, Burning Rocks
73

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Rock Cut, Bitter Creek
74

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Among Timber of Laramie Mountains
75

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Stage Station at Echo
76

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 On Mountains of Green River, Smith's Buttes in foreground
77

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Grand Lodge of Oddfellows holding service in Echo Canon
78

1869 September 
12
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Container Description Date

b. 2 Building Tunnel No. 2
79

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Commissioners at Fort Laramie
80

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Old steam saw mill, Bingham Canon
81

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Tunnel No. 3, Weber Canon
82

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Malloy's Cut near Sherman
83

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Eastern approach to Dale Creek Bridge
84

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Cashiers OGce, Laramie
85

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Front view, Machine Shops, Laramie
86

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Machine shops, Omaha
87

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Snow sheds of C.P.R.R. and Donner Lake
88

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Tunnel No. 2 Looking East from top of Echo Canon
89

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Weber Valley from 1000 feet Elevation both ends of Tunnel No. 3
90

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Hydraulic Gold mining, California
91

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Directors of N.W.R.R. at Echo City
92

circa 1864-1869

b. 2 Dining room at Hotel Laramie
93

circa 1864-1869

Volume 2

b. 3 Directors of A.W.R.R. at Echo
1

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Machine shops at Laramie, rear view
2

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Rail road hospital Laramie
3

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Round House and Machine shops at Rawling Springs
4

circa 1864-1869
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Container Description Date

b. 3 Bear River City
5

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Wyoming Station
6

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 East and West shaking hands at laying Last Rail
7

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Station House, Echo city
8

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 OGcers at U.P.R.R. Laying of the Last Rail
9

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Devils Gate Bridge
10

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Dale Creek Bridge
11

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Dale Creek Bridge
12

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Temporary Bridge, Weber Canon
13

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Trestle at Promontory
14

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Dale Creek Bridge
15

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Dale Creek Bridge
16

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Last Rail
17

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Loup Fork Bridge
18

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Senator Patterson and Party
19

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Weber Valley below Echo City
20

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Valley of Little Laramie, from mountains
21

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Great Salt Lake, Warm springs in centre of view
22

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Entering Black Hills, Granite Canon
23

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 1000 Mile Tree, 1000 Miles West of Omaha
24

circa 1864-1869
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Container Description Date

b. 3 Hanging Rock
25

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Party of Clergymen of Laramie
26

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Warm Springs Bath House, Salt Lake City
27

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Train on Embankment Granite Canon
28

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Interior view of Machine shops, Laramie
29

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 East Temple Street, Salt Lake City
30

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Western approach to Dale Creek Bridge
31

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Engineers at Laying Last Rail
32

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 C.P.R.R. machine shops, Sacramento
33

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Old Sawmill, Parley's Park
34

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Bitter Creek Valley
35

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Cut No. 5 west of Dale Creek
36

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Tunnel No. 2 Echo Canon
37

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Scene at Laying Last Rail
38

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Mountains of Green River
39

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Source of Great Laramie River
40

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Monument Rock
41

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Hydraulic Gold Mining, California
42

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Corinne
43

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Cooperative Store, Salt Lake City
44

circa 1864-1869
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Container Description Date

b. 3 Temporary and Permanent Bridges and Citidal Rock, Green River
45

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Conglomerate Peaks near Echo City
46

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Rock Great Eastern, Echo Canon
47

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Steam Shovel at work, Echo Canon
48

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Black Buttes
49

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Vase or Dial Rocks, Red Buttes
50

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Reed's Rock near Sherman
51

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Commissioners and Party at Fort Sanders
52

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Castle Rock, Green River
53

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Dale Creek Bridge
54

circa 1864-1869

b. 3 Dale Creek Bridge from Ape Rock
55

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Dale Creek Bridge
56

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Old Trapper, Head of Bear River
57

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Embankment west of Granite Canon
58

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Devils Gate looking east Weber Canon
59

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Mountains of Green River
60

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Mountains of Green River
61

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Among Timber of Laramie Mountains
62

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Looking up Weber from Tunnel No. 4
63

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Surveying under diGculties
64

circa 1864-1869
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Andrew J. Russell photographs taken during construction of the Union 
Pacific Railroad
ZZc10 864un

 
Container Description Date

b. 4 Hall's Cut Near Buford
65

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Black Buttes from Station
66

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Devils shoot from Stone Quarry, Weber Canon
67

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Devils Gate Bridge
68

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Great Fill, Granite Canon
69

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Lime Kiln Cut, Granite Canon
70

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Tunnel No. 3 looking west, Weber Canon
71

circa 1864-1869

Devils Gate Bridge
72

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Salt Lake Valley, from Wasatch Mtns
73

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Salt Lake Valley from Wasatch Mountains
74

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Camel Rocks, Buford Station
75

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Green River Valley looking south
76

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Silver Mining district, Dale Creek
77

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Carmichael's Camp, Bitter Creek
78

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Birds Eye view of Cottonwood Canon Utah
79

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Construction train
80

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Granite Canon, Black Hills
81

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 High BluMs, Black Buttes
82

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Temporary Bridge, Weber Canon
83

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Lake of the Sounding Shore, Uintah Mountains
84

circa 1864-1869
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Andrew J. Russell photographs taken during construction of the Union 
Pacific Railroad
ZZc10 864un

 
Container Description Date

b. 4 Skull Rock, Dale Creek
85

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 View in Weber Canon
86

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Weber Valley from Witches Rocks
87

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Distant view of Pulpit Rock, Echo City
88

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Pulpit Rock, Echo City
89

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Devils Gate, Weber Canon
90

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Pulpit Rock, Echo
91

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Ripple Lake, White Pine Canon
92

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Looking down Weber, Echo City
93

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 U.P.R.R. Corrall, Salt Lake City
94

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Witches Rock near Echo City
95

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Conglomerate Peaks of Echo
96

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Bridge at mouth of Weber Canon
97

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Devils slide, Weber Canon
98

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Castle Rock, Echo Canon
99

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Camp at Tunnel No. 2
100

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Eagles Nest, Red Buttes
101

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Shoshone Indians on the war path
102

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Shoshone Indians
103

According to Russell, the man fourth from the left is Washakie. Shoshonie 
Chief Pocatelllo stands on Washaskie's left.

circa 1864-1869
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Andrew J. Russell photographs taken during construction of the Union 
Pacific Railroad
ZZc10 864un

 
Container Description Date

b. 4 Salt Lake City
104

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Salt Lake City
105

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Mormon family
106

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Mormon family at Echo
107

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Brigham Young's Residence
108

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Theatre, Salt Lake City
109

circa 1864-1869

b. 4 Tabernacle, Salt Lake City
110

circa 1864-1869
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Andrew J. Russell photographs taken during construction of the Union Pacific Railroad
ZZc10 864un

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Railroads -- United States -- Pictorial works
Union Pacific Railroad Company

Genres / Formats
Photographic prints

Geographic Names
Utah -- Pictorial works
West (U.S.) -- Pictorial works
Wyoming -- Pictorial works

Contributors
Russell, Andrew J., 1829-1902
Union Pacific Railroad Company
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