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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
P. O. Box 208330
New Haven, CT 06520-8330
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

CALL NUMBER: JWJ MSS 246

CREATOR: Phillips, J. J., 1944- , author

TITLE: J. J. Phillips correspondence with Peter B. Howard regarding publication of 
Nigga in the Woodpile

DATES: 2008

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.21 linear feet (1 box + computer files)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: This collection consists of a flash drive containing two computer files with 
J. J. Phillips' email correspondence with Peter B. Howard from July through 
November 2008.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/beinecke.phillipsjj

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Beinecke Library reading room, please use the request 
links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/beinecke.phillipsjj.

To order reproductions from this collection, please send an email with the call number, box number(s), and 
folder number(s) to beinecke.images@yale.edu.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Peter B. Howard, 2010.

Conditions Governing Access
This collection is open for research. Box 11 (Flash drive): Restricted fragile material. Access copies of 
digital files may be requested. Consult Access Services for further information.
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Conditions Governing Use
J. J. Phillips Correspondence with Peter B. Howard Regarding Publication of Nigga in the Woodpile is the 
physical property of the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscsript Library, Yale University. Literary rights, 
including copyright, belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns. For further information, 
consult the appropriate curator.

Preferred Citation
J. J. Phillips Correspondence with Peter B. Howard Regarding Publication of Nigga in the Woodpile. 
James Weldon Johnson Memorial Collection in the Yale Collection of American Literature, Beinecke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library.

Content Description
Two computer files containing email correspondence with Peter B. Howard from July to November 2008. 
The majority of the emails are from Phillips to Howard. In the course of their correspondence about the 
publication of her poem Nigga in the Woodpile, Phillips provides context for Mojo Hand (1966, 1987), 
describes other people's assumptions about her as a Black author following the novel's publication, and 
shares a variety of personal memories and experiences.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description

b. 1 Computer media

Restricted fragile material. Access copies of digital files may be requested. Consult Access Services 
for further information.

b. 1 [no label information]
2010-jwj-36301-0001
1 Flash Drive  4006940672 bytes  (4 Gigabytes. This reflects the size of the carrier media, but 
may not accurately reflect the extent of digital files available for research)

Restricted fragile material. Access copies may be requested. Contact Access Services for 
further information.
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