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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
P. O. Box 208330
New Haven, CT 06520-8330
(203) 432-2977
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

CALL NUMBER: WA Photos 1065

CREATOR: Palmer, William, 1856-1921 , photographer

TITLE: William Palmer Kodak views of the Pribylov Islands, Bering Sea, Alaska

DATES: 1890 June-August

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1.67 linear feet (4 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: 194 photographs taken by William Palmer--with a Kodak Brownie Number 
2--for the United States National Museum depicting the Pribilof Islands 
(formerly the Northern Fur Seal Islands), a group of volcanic islands o? 
the coast of mainland Alaska, in the Bering Sea, 1890 June-August. The 
collection's title card suggests that Palmer organized the photographs into 
5 categories: scenery, seals, sealing, birds, and miscellaneous. Images are 
chiefly of seals and sea lions, but also include Palmer's trip from Washington, 
D. C., to San Francisco, California, via the Union Pacific Railroad; unidentified 
Alaska Natives fishing or ferrying materials; and seabirds, including murres, 
cormorants, kittiwake gulls, albatross, sandpipers, geese, and perroquet auk. 
Saint Paul Island, "Walrus Island", and Unalaska are among the identified 
locations.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/beinecke.wpalmerpribilofislands

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Beinecke Library reading room, please use the 
request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
beinecke.wpalmerpribilofislands.

To order reproductions from this collection, please send an email with the call number, box number(s), and 
folder number(s) to beinecke.images@yale.edu.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Purchased from Kuenzig Books on the Arthur Corbitt Hoskins Memorial Fund, 2013.

Conditions Governing Access
This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
The William Palmer Kodak Views of the Pribylov Islands, Bering Sea, Alaska is the physical property of 
the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. Literary rights, including copyright, 
belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns. For further information, consult the appropriate 
curator.

Preferred Citation
William Palmer Kodak Views of the Pribylov Islands, Bering Sea, Alaska. Yale Collection of Western 
Americana, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University.

Processing Information
Collections are processed to a variety of levels, depending on the work necessary to make them usable, 
their perceived research value, the availability of sta?, competing priorities, and whether or not further 
accruals are expected. The library attempts to provide a basic level of preservation and access for all 
collections, and does more extensive processing of higher priority collections as time and resources 
permit.

These materials have been arranged and described according to national and local standards. For more 
information, please refer to the Beinecke Manuscript Unit Processing Manual.

File titles have been transcribed from manuscript photograph captions; numbers assigned to 
photographs are listed in parentheses.

Biographical / Historical
William Palmer (1856-1921), taxidermist, ornithologist, and natural history collector for the Smithsonian 
Institution (originally organized as the United States National Museum), moved from Penge, England, to 
the United States at age 12. In 1872, William's father, Joseph Palmer, became a taxidermist at the National 
Museum, remaining until his death in 1913. In 1874, William also joined the taxidermic sta?--he remained 
with the Smithsonian until his own death in 1921.

William Palmer's first specimen collection trip for the museum took place in 1883; subsequent trips 
included Funk Island in 1887, Alaska in 1890, and Mexico in 1904.
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Scope and Contents
194 photographs taken by William Palmer--with a Kodak Brownie Number 2--for the United States National 
Museum depicting the Pribilof Islands (formerly the Northern Fur Seal Islands), a group of volcanic islands 
o? the coast of mainland Alaska, in the Bering Sea, 1890 June-August.

The collection's title card suggests that Palmer organized the photographs into 5 categories: scenery, 
seals, sealing, birds, and miscellaneous. Images are chiefly of seals and sea lions, but also include Palmer's 
trip from Washington, D. C., to San Francisco, California, via the Union Pacific Railroad; unidentified Alaska 
Natives fishing or ferrying materials; and seabirds, including murres, cormorants, kittiwake gulls, albatross, 
sandpipers, geese, and perroquet auk. Saint Paul Island, "Walrus Island", and Unalaska are among the 
identified locations.

Arrangement
Arranged by image number (indicated in parentheses). Image numbers are primarily written on the upper 
right corner above the image, with the caption written below the image.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 Bird Cli?s, St. Paul (No. 5826) [1890]

b. 1, f. 2 Bird Cli?s, St. Paul (No. 5827) [1890]

b. 1, f. 3 A Murre cli?, St. Paul (No. 5828) [1890]

b. 1, f. 4 Bird Cli?s, St. Paul (No. 5829) [1890]

b. 1, f. 5 The Parroquet Auk at home, St. Paul (No. 5830) [1890]

b. 1, f. 6 Bird Cli?s, St. Paul (No. 5831) [1890]

b. 1, f. 7 A cormorant's nest, Walrus Island (No. 5832) 1890 June 13

b. 1, f. 8 Murre and young cormorants, Walrus island (No. 5833) 1890 August 7

b. 1, f. 9 A group, Phalacrocorax urile, Walrus island (No. 5834) 1890 June 13

b. 1, f. 10 Cormorant and her nest, Walrus Island (No. 5835) 1890 June 13

b. 1, f. 11 Cormorants, Walrus Island (No. 5836) [1890]

b. 1, f. 12 Cormorants, Walrus Island (No. 5837) [1890]

b. 1, f. 13 Cormorants, Walrus Island (No. 5838) [1890]

b. 1, f. 14 Walrus shelf, north end, Walrus Island (No. 5839) [1890]

b. 1, f. 15 A Murre Uria lomvia arra, St. Paul (No. 5841) [1890]

b. 1, f. 16 Return from Walrus island with Murre eggs (No. 5842) [1890]

b. 1, f. 17 Murres--young and eggs, Walrus Island (No. 5843) 1890 August 7

b. 1, f. 18 Murres Uria troile california, Walrus Island (No. 5844) 1890 August 7

b. 1, f. 19 A pathway through the murres, Walrus Island (No. 5845) 1890 August 7

b. 1, f. 20 Murres on Walrus Island (No. 58??) [1890]

b. 1, f. 21 Landing on Walrus Island (No. 5847) 1890 August 7

b. 1, f. 22 Murres and eggs on Walrus Island (No. 5848) 1890 June 13

b. 1, f. 23 North end of Walrus Island, East side (No. 5849) 1890 June 13

b. 1, f. 24 South end-west side, Walrus Island (No. 5850) [1890]

b. 1, f. 25 North end Walrus Island (No. 5851) [1890]

b. 1, f. 26 A smooth part of Walrus Island (No. 5852) [1890]

b. 1, f. 27 Landing on Walrus Island (No. 5853) 1890 June 13

b. 1, f. 28 Leaving Walrus Island (No. 5854) [1890]

b. 1, f. 29 Walrus Island, 4 miles away (No. 5855) [1890]
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 30 Sealion head, East Landing, St. Paul (No. 5856) [1890]

b. 1, f. 31 Sealion head, East Landing, St. Paul (No. 5857) [1890]

b. 1, f. 32 Sealion head (No. 5858) [1890]

b. 1, f. 33 Sealion head (No. 5859) [1890]

b. 1, f. 34 Sealion head and flipper, Eumatopias stetterii, East Landing, St. Paul (No. 5860) [1890]

b. 1, f. 35 Moulding sealion head (No. 5861) [1890]

b. 1, f. 36 A visit to East Landing (No. 5862) [1890]

b. 1, f. 37 Barrabora at Ounalaska, old time native house (No. 5863) [1890]

b. 1, f. 38 Drying codfish, new native house, Ounalaska (No. 5864) [1890]

b. 1, f. 39 Drying seal meat for winter use, St. Paul (No. 5865) [1890]

b. 1, f. 40 A native woman, St. Paul (No. 5866) [1890]

b. 1, f. 41 Drying sealion skins at N.E. Point, used in making bidarrahs (No. 58??) [1890]

b. 1, f. 42 Company's house, St. Paul (No. 5868) [1890]

b. 1, f. 43 My workroom by flashlight, St. Paul (No. 5870) [1890]

b. 1, f. 44 Digging for old walrus ivory at N.E. Point, St. Paul (No. 5871) [1890]

b. 1, f. 45 Natives fishing at low water for kalong, a species of sculpin (No. 5872) [1890]

b. 1, f. 46 Kalong fishing near Katavie (No. 5873) [1890]

b. 1, f. 47 Kalong fishing at low water, Katavie, St. Paul (No. 5874) [1890]

b. 1, f. 48 Landing a cargo on the wharf, St. Paul (No. 5875) [1890]

b. 1, f. 49 Unloading bidarrah at wharf, St. Paul (No. 5876) [1890]

b. 1, f. 50 Wharf in lagoon, St. Paul (No. 5877) [1890]

b. 1, f. 51 Bidarrah returning from steamer, St. Paul (No. 5878) [1890]

b. 1, f. 52 Bidarrahs going and returning between wharf and steamer (No. 5879) [1890]

b. 2, f. 53 A cormorant's nest, Walrus Island (No. 5881) [1890]

b. 2, f. 54 Bringing a pod to the killers, St. Paul (No. 5882) [1890]

b. 2, f. 55 Gathering up the skins, St. Paul (No. 5883) [1890]

b. 2, f. 56 Women getting meat, seal fat used for fuel in the foreground, St. Paul (No. 5884) [1890]

b. 2, f. 57 Waiting on the desert. Utah (No. 5885) [1890]

b. 2, f. 58 A Nebraska Prairie (No. 5886) [1890]

b. 2, f. 59 Summit monument, Rocky Mountains, U.R.R.R., 8,247 ft. above sea (No. 5887) [1890]
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 60 Drive, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco (No. 5890) [1890]

b. 2, f. 61 Golden Gate Park beach, San Francisco (No. 5891) [1890]

b. 2, f. 62 Seal Rocks, San Francisco (No. 5892) [1890]

b. 2, f. 63 The Golden Gate, San Francisco (No. 5893) [1890]

b. 2, f. 64 Golden Gate looking in, San Francisco (No. 5894) [1890]

b. 2, f. 65 Ounalaska beach (No. 5896) [1890]

b. 2, f. 66 Ounalaska harbor (No. 5897) [1890]

b. 2, f. 67 Northeast Point, St. Paul (No. 5898) [1890]

b. 2, f. 68 St. Paul's island from Northeast Point (No. 5899) [1890]

b. 2, f. 69 The Great Lake, East side looking north, St. Paul (No. 5900) 1890 July 5

b. 2, f. 70 Little Polivina mountain from the N.E., St. Paul (No. 5901) [1890]

b. 2, f. 71 Large Crater Late, St. Paul (No. 5902) [1890]

b. 2, f. 72 Crater Lakes east of Boga-slov. St. Paul (No. 5903) [1890]

b. 2, f. 73 Snow in crater, side of Boga-slov, St. Paul (No. 5904) 1890 June 30

b. 2, f. 74 Weathered hill, side of Boga-slov, St. Paul (No. 5905) [1890]

b. 2, f. 75 Northwest from Boga-slov, crater rim in foreground, St. Paul (No. 5906) [1890]

b. 2, f. 76 Northeast from Boga-slov, St. Paul (No. 5907) [1890]

b. 2, f. 77 South from top of Boga-slov, St. Paul (No. 5908) [1890]

b. 2, f. 78 [Boga-slov?] over the tundra from Kamminista, St. Paul (No. 5909) [1890]

b. 2, f. 79 "Kumminista" gorge, St. Paul (No. 5910) [1890]

b. 2, f. 80 English Bay, St. Paul (No. 5911) [1890]

b. 2, f. 81 Lagoon from Telegraph hill, St. Paul (No. 5912) [1890]

b. 2, f. 82 June snow, St. Paul (No. 5913) [1890]

b. 2, f. 83 Roadside near village, St. Paul (No. 5914) [1890]

b. 2, f. 84 Arch cave looking out, St. Paul (No. 5915) [1890]

b. 2, f. 85 Arch Cave near Black Blu?s, St. Paul (No. 5916) [1890]

b. 2, f. 86 Black Blu?s showing stratification of colored cinders, St. Paul (No. 5917) [1890]

b. 2, f. 87 Black blu?s. The sea face of an hill of black volcanic cinders containing shell 
fossils, St. Paul (No. 5918)

[1890]

b. 2, f. 88 Black Blu?s looking south, St. Paul (No. 5919) [1890]

b. 2, f. 89 Cli?s near village showing fractured rocks, St. Paul (No. 5920) [1890]
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 90 Back of village hill looking south, St. Paul (No. 5921) [1890]

b. 2, f. 91 Back of village hill looking N.E., St. Paul (No. 5922) [1890]

b. 2, f. 92 St. Paul from village hill (No. 5924) [1890]

b. 2, f. 93 St. Paul from the Reef (No. 5925a) [1890]

b. 2, f. 94 Driveway from the reef, St. Paul (No. 5925b) [1890]

b. 2, f. 95 Steamship anchorage from Black Blu?s, St. Paul (No. 5926) [1890]

b. 2, f. 96 "The Reef" from Black Blu?s (No. 5927) [1890]

b. 2, f. 97 Village of St. Paul from Black Blu?s (No. 5928) [1890]

b. 2, f. 98 St. Paul's Island from the south (No. 5930) [1890]

b. 2, f. 99 Bering Sea in a calm. Fog bank on the horizon (No. 5931) [1890]

b. 2, f. 100 A study, yearling cow (No. 5933) [1890]

b. 2, f. 101 A study, yearling cow (No. 5934) [1890]

b. 3, f. 102 A study, yearling cow (No. 5935) [1890]

b. 3, f. 103 Lost in the sand dunes, St. Paul (No. 5937) [1890]

b. 3, f. 104 Resting among the dunes, St. Paul (No. 5938) [1890]

b. 3, f. 105 Lost, St. Paul (No. 5939) [1890]

b. 3, f. 106 Resting (No. 5940) [1890]

b. 3, f. 107 Left behind on an old killing ground, St. Paul (No. 5941) [1890]

b. 3, f. 108 Old bull after the season, Katavie rookery, St. Paul (No. 5942) 1890 August

b. 3, f. 109 Sick and lost (No. 5943) [1890]

b. 3, f. 110 Cornered among the rocks, St. Paul (No. 5944) [1890]

b. 3, f. 111 A good picture, 2 year old, St. Paul (No. 5945) [1890]

b. 3, f. 112 2 year old on Lagoon beach, St. Paul (No. 5946) [1890]

b. 3, f. 113 2 year old on Lagoon beach, St. Paul (No.5947) [1890]

b. 3, f. 114 A yearling, low tide in lagoon, St. Paul (No. 5948) [1890]

b. 3, f. 115 On Lagoon beach, St. Paul (No. 5949) [1890]

b. 3, f. 116 A yearling, St. Paul (No. 5950) [1890]

b. 3, f. 117 A yearling furseal (No. 5951) [1890]

b. 3, f. 118 A yearling furseal, low tide in lagoon, St. Paul (No. 5952) [1890]

b. 3, f. 119 Resting, high tide in the lagoon, St. Paul (No. 5953) [1890]
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Container Description Date

b. 3, f. 120 A baby on Lukanonon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5954) [1890]

b. 3, f. 121 A baby on Lukannon rookery (No. 5955) [1890]

b. 3, f. 122 Having his picture taken, Ketavie rookery, St. Paul (No. 5956) [1890]

b. 3, f. 123 Put there for his picture, a pop, Ketavie rookery, St. Paul (No. 5957) [1890]

b. 3, f. 124 Pup asleep, St. Paul (No. 5958) [1890]

b. 3, f. 125 Lone pups, Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5959) [1890]

b. 3, f. 126 Pups among the rocks, Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5960) [1890]

b. 3, f. 127 Pups under blufs at Lukannon rookey, St. Paul (No. 5961) [1890]

b. 3, f. 128 Pups--bull and cows, Ketavie rookery, St. Paul (No. 5962) [1890]

b. 3, f. 129 Pups, Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5963) [1890]

b. 3, f. 130 Pups and lone bull, ketavie rookery, St. Paul (No. 5964) 1890 August 2

b. 3, f. 131 Pups learning to swim, Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5965) 1890 August 4

b. 3, f. 132 Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5966) 1890 August 4

b. 3, f. 133 Lukannon rookery looking northeast, St. Paul (No. 5967) [1890]

b. 3, f. 134 Cows on Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5968) 1890 August 4

b. 3, f. 135 Cows on Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5969) 1890 August 4

b. 3, f. 136 Cows on Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5970) [1890]

b. 3, f. 137 Hauling ground near Polavina, St. Paul (No. 5971) [1890]

b. 3, f. 138 Bull on Lukannon beach, St. Paul (No. 5972) [1890]

b. 3, f. 139 Bull on Lukannon beach, rookery on the right, St. Paul (No. 5973) [1890]

b. 3, f. 140 Bull on Lukannon beach, St. Paul (No. 5974) [1890]

b. 3, f. 141 Bulls on Lukannon beach, St. Paul (No. 5975) [1890]

b. 3, f. 142 Bull asleep on Lukannon beach, St. Paul (No. 5976) [1890]

b. 3, f. 143 Bull on reef parade, St. Paul (No. 5977) [1890]

b. 3, f. 144 Looking for me, Reef, St. Paul (No. 5978) [1890]

b. 3, f. 145 Zoltoi beach, St. Paul (No. 5979) [1890]

b. 3, f. 146 Zoltoi beach, St. Paul (No. 5980) [1890]

b. 3, f. 147 Just landed, Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5981) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 148 Just landed, Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5982) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 149 Asleep, Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5983) 1890 June 2
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Container Description Date

b. 4, f. 150 Waiting for the cows, Lukannon rookery, St. Paul (No. 5984) 1890 June 10

b. 4, f. 151 Bull, Reef-rookery, St. Paul (No. 5985) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 152 A Bull seal, St. Paul (No. 5986) [1890]

b. 4, f. 153 Looking for cows, Reef-rookery, St. Paul (No. 5988) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 154 Bull scratching, St. Paul (No. 5989) [1890]

b. 4, f. 155 Bulls on reef-rookery, St. Paul (No. 5990) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 156 Old Bull asleep, reef rookery, St. Paul (No. 5991) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 157 Lone bull from a sand dune "Reef", St. Paul (No. 5992) [1890]

b. 4, f. 158 Parade ground, Reef rookery, St. Paul (No. 5993) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 159 The "Reef" rookery, St. Paul (No. 5994) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 160 Waiting for the cows, looking south, east side of reef, St. Paul (No. 5995) [1890]

b. 4, f. 161 A landing beach, Reef rookery, St. Paul (No. 5996) [1890]

b. 4, f. 162 A landing beach, Reef-rookery, Bull seals just landed (No. 5997) [1890]

b. 4, f. 163 Reef rookery, St. Paul (No. 5998) 1890 June 2

b. 4, f. 164 On an old killing ground, St. Paul (No. 5999) [1890]

b. 4, f. 165 Women and boys getting meat, St. Paul (No. 6000) [1890]

b. 4, f. 166 Skinning a furseal, St. Paul (No. 6004) [1890]

b. 4, f. 167 Women getting seal meat, St. Paul (No. 6001) [1890]

b. 4, f. 168 Women getting seal meat, St. Paul (No. 6002) [1890]

b. 4, f. 169 Weighing a skin, St. Paul (No. 6003) [1890]

b. 4, f. 170 Buterin skinning a seal, St. Pau; (No. 6005) [1890]

b. 4, f. 171 Treasury agents inspecting the killing, St. Paul (No. 6006) [1890]

b. 4, f. 172 Skinning seals, St. Paul (No. 6007) [1890]

b. 4, f. 173 Skinning seals, St. Paul (No. 6008) [1890]

b. 4, f. 174 The killing ground, St. Paul (No. 6010) [1890]

b. 4, f. 175 Killing seals, St. Paul (No. 6011) [1890]

b. 4, f. 176 Killing seals, St. Paul (No. 6012) [1890]

b. 4, f. 177 Killing seals (No. 6013) [1890]

b. 4, f. 178 A pod ready to kill, St. Paul (No. 6014) [1890]

b. 4, f. 179 Too small to kill, St. Paul (No. 6015) [1890]
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Container Description Date

b. 4, f. 180 Waiting to be killed, St. Paul (No. 6016) [1890]

b. 4, f. 181 A pod going to be killed, St. Paul (No. 6017) [1890]

b. 4, f. 182 Old killing ground, St. Paul (No. 6018) [1890]

b. 4, f. 183 The drive. Bringing a pod to the killers, St. Paul (No. 6019) [1890]

b. 4, f. 184 A seal drive, St. Paul (No. 6020) [1890]

b. 4, f. 185 A victim of the drive, St. Paul (No. 6021) [1890]

b. 4, f. 186 Group of Albatrosses, North Pacific (No. 6022) [1890]

b. 4, f. 187 Geese, Ounalaska (No. 6023) [1890]

b. 4, f. 188 Pribylov sandpiper on the tundra, St. Paul's (No. 6025) [1890]

b. 4, f. 189 Sandpiper on hummock, St. Paul (No. 6026) [1890]

b. 4, f. 190 Godwits on Walrus island (No. 6027) [1890]

b. 4, f. 191 Crevices in which the rosy finch nests (No. 6028) [1890]

b. 4, f. 192 A gull overhead (No. 6029) [1890]

b. 4, f. 193 Kittiwake gulls, St. Paul (No. 6031) [1890]

b. 4, f. 194 Kittiwake gulls, St. Paul (No. 6032) [1890]

b. 4, f. 195 Bird Cli?s, East side of Reef looking south, St. Paul (No. 6033) 1890 July
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Geographic Names
Alaska -- Pictorial works
Bering Sea
Pribilof Islands (Alaska) -- Pictorial works
Saint Paul Island (Alaska) -- Pictorial works
Unalaska (Alaska) -- Pictorial works
Walrus Islands (Alaska) -- Pictorial works

Subjects
Alaska Natives -- Alaska -- Pictorial works
Indians of North America -- Alaska -- Pictorial 
works
Railroad travel -- United States -- Pictorial 
works
Scientific expeditions -- Alaska
Sea birds -- Alaska -- Pictorial works
Sealing -- Alaska -- Pictorial works
Sea lions -- Alaska -- Pictorial works
Seals (Animals) -- Alaska -- Pictorial works

Genres / Formats
Gelatin silver prints
Photographic prints
Photographs

Corporate Bodies
Smithsonian Institution
Union Pacific Railroad Company
United States National Museum

Acquired From
Kuenzig Books , bookseller
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